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Anxious is a state with which I’m well-acquainted. Like a 
sweater that’s faded and worn-
in, I habitually cloak myself in 
nerves. I don’t have an anxiety 
condition that I know of, but 
a quick perusal of the nervous 
natures which populate my family 
tree would seem to indicate 
that worry is an unavoidable 
inheritance.
As I head into the final 
few issues of my term as EIC, 
I’m taking stock of what I’ve 
learned over the last year guiding 
our beaut of a paper. The first 
thing that comes to mind when 
I consider how the past eight 
months have affected me is 
learning to deal with stress. 
This job has been 
simultaneously one of the most 
rewarding and exhausting 
experiences of my life. I’ve had 
to let go of two staff members, 
received immediate resignations 
from three, handed out several 
disciplinary warnings, and dealt 
with myriad problems ranging 
from our InDesign program 
crashing midway through a 
production night, to cutting a 
section. I’ve learned that I’m 
passionate and get riled up in 
defence of the paper, and that 
having other people’s help is 
way better than attempting to 
function solo.
It always seems like the end of 
the world. The Nervous Nellie that 
I am, I’ll spend sleepless nights 
worrying about what will happen 
to the paper, thinking in circles 
about how I can fix a problem. It’s 
like if I think long and hard about 
the issue, I can make it disappear. 
Not surprisingly, grinding my 
teeth and indulging in my nerves 
doesn’t accomplish much other 
than making my dentist a very 
rich fellow. 
Every EIC who’s come before 
me has their own horror stories, 
their battle scars that they’ll 
grimly show over a bottle of wine 
or a shot of whiskey. Being in 
charge isn’t facile, and anyone 
who assumes the person fielding 
all the problems has it easy is 
kidding themselves. 
But as many problems as 
arise, things have always worked 
out. No problem, no matter 
how seemingly massive and 
unconquerable, has destroyed 
our newspaper in the 41 (goin’ 
on 42!) volumes that it’s been 
around. It doesn’t mean that we’re 
invincible, but that problems can 
just about always be dealt with 
and mitigated. For someone like 
myself—whose stress is written 
into my receding gum line, my 
cracked and ripped cuticles, and 
my tea dependency—that’s been a 
difficult but important lesson.
Don’t get me wrong: my brow 
still furrows, and I still get a pit 
of dread in my stomach when 
I get wind of another problem. 
Worry is ingrained into my very 
being—my mom teased me about 
being a “worry wart” back when 
I was in elementary school—and 
that mental pattern ain’t changing 
anytime soon. But I’ve come to 
recognize that these problems 
are all manageable, and that my 
worry won’t accomplish anything. 
I still do it, but it’s become easier 
for me to pause, breathe, and 
figure out how to shovel the 
bullshit.  
We’ve all got problems, 
complete catastrophes that come 
up at the most inopportune of 
times. It’s alright, and probably 
unavoidable, to indulge in 
some worry, and I know that 
not all problems will be dealt 
with seamlessly; I’m incredibly 
fortunate to have a crackerjack 
team of bulldog staff on my 
side. You can’t always change the 
problems, but you can change 
your outlook and attempt to 
approach those behemoth 
obstacles with a modicum of 
calm. So crank some Streisand 
and shout that nobody’s gonna 
rain on your parade, because 
honey, you’ve got this.
I got 99 problems and my stress is one
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This issue:
  Vancouver marijuana shop subject to police raid
  Vancouver to receive federal funding for transit
  Compass Card rolls out for Douglas College 
And more!
Have an idea for a story? Let us know! 
Contact: Lauren Kelly, News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
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New Westminster’s River Market has a new tenant: 
the Douglas College Maker Lab. 
Located on the second floor 
with a full view of the Vancouver 
Circus School, the lab, which 
is a makerspace, bridges the 
college with the community to 
share in curiosity and a love of 
technology. 
David Wright, the 
coordinator of research and 
innovation at Douglas College, is 
excited with their location in the 
River Market: “It is a really good 
opportunity to collaborate with 
the community [...] and establish 
a presence in the community for 
the college.” 
The Maker Lab currently 
has three 3-D printers of varying 
scale and complexity, a 3-D 
scanner, and a drone. Wright 
says that “The idea is to get one 
of everything, and then people 
can come down and, either at a 
workshop or otherwise, play with 
the materials and see what they 
can do.” 
Because the lab has a 
range of printers, people of all 
experience levels can learn and 
interact with the medium. To 
use the most user-friendly 3-D 
printer on site, the MakerBot, all 
one has to do is download a plan 
from the website Thingiverse.
com, put the file on a USB, and 
plug that into the printer. 
As the length of each 
printing project can vary between 
45 minutes for very small pieces 
and nearly 20 hours for large 
and complex ones, it’s currently 
difficult to book appointments 
for printing.
The lab will also be hosting 
free Innovation workshops every 
second Tuesday starting on May 
12 that will run from 7:30 to 
9:00 p.m. Each event will have 
a theme, with the first being 
multi-modality and infographics, 
where people will learn how to 
create infographics and convey 
information through imagery. 
The second will have the theme 
3-D printing and take place 
on May 26. There will be pre-
registration for people who are 
interested, and each session will 
hold around 25 people. 
For students who wish to 
drop in during the summer, a 
staff member is likely to be in the 
lab Fridays from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Once the Fall semester starts, it 
will be staffed Monday–Friday 
during the same time period.
“We’re trying to let it evolve 
the way it wants to evolve,” 
Wright said. “We’ll try to figure 
out what people want to use it for 
and we’ll see what we can do to 
accommodate that.”
 Will offer free innovation workshops as it bridges the college and community
Douglas College Maker Lab opens at River Market
Lauren Kelly
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
Lauren Kelly
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
The recently released Statistics Canada report on Canadian 
life satisfaction, “How’s Life in 
the City? Life Satisfaction across 
Census Metropolitan Areas and 
Economic Regions in Canada,” 
has found that Vancouverites 
have the lowest self-reported 
average life satisfaction out of all 
major Canadian metropolitan 
areas.
The report drew its data from 
340,000 responses across the 
2009–13 General Social Surveys 
and the 2009–12 Canadian 
Community Health Surveys. 
Although Canada has been 
releasing an average Canadian 
life satisfaction report for nearly 
30 years, this year marks the first 
time Statistics Canada has had 
enough data to compare between 
metropolitan and economic 
regions, with each having at least 
1,000 respondents.
Canadians had a nationwide 
average response of 8.0 out of 
10 in response to the question 
“Using a scale of 0–10, where 0 
means ‘Very dissatisfied’ and 10 
means ‘Very satisfied,’ how do 
you feel about your life as a whole 
right now?” 
Vancouverites reported 
an average of 7.8, with 33.6% 
responding with 9 or 10, 
also the lowest in Canada. 
Although Vancouver had the 
lowest average, the highest 
city, Saguenay, Quebec, is 8.2, 
showing a variation of just 
0.4. Other BC metropolitan 
areas included are Victoria, 
Abbotsford-Mission, and 
Kelowna, with 7.9, 7.9, and 8.0 
respectively.  
The report also examined 
the correlation between life 
satisfaction and a variety of 
other characteristics, such as 
age, education, and self-reported 
health. The report found that life 
satisfaction “levels [were] lower 
among individuals in their 40s 
and early-50s than among those 
in younger and older age groups.” 
On average, respondents 
with university degrees reported 
the lowest life satisfaction, and 
the highest reported “Less than 
high school” education. These 
are not as large of a difference as 
some others, with a .13 difference 
between “University degree” 
and “Less than high school.” 
According to the report, the 
relationship between education 
and life satisfaction “becomes 
positive and significant when 
health status, employment 
status and/or household income 
are removed from the model, 
confirming the now-established 
view that education affects 
subjective well-being through its 
impact on other outcomes.
The most significant 
indicator of life satisfaction in 
Canada was health; individuals 
who self-reported “Excellent” 
health reported one full point 
higher than “Good,” while “Good” 
was 1.75 points higher than 
“Poor.” This shows an almost 
three-point difference between 
people with “Excellent” and 
“Poor” health.
Going forward, Statistics 
Canada hopes to collect more 
in-depth information on major 
cities to compare within their 
neighbourhoods.
 Report shows that Vancouverites less satisfied than other Canadians
Statistics Canada releases report on 
life satisfaction in Canadian cities
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Following a month-long investigation after public 
safety concerns involving minors, 
on April 29, Vancouver marijuana 
dispensary Weeds Glass and 
Gifts—located at 2916 W. 4th 
Avenue in Kitsilano—was subject 
to a raid by the Vancouver Police 
Department (VPD).
Although Weeds Glass and 
Gifts was generally tolerated by 
the community and the police 
in the Lower Mainland, the VPD 
revealed in a media press release 
that they began investigating it in 
March after multiple complaints 
were made concerning public 
safety. Most notably, a 15-year-
old ended up hospitalized after 
allegedly purchasing an edible 
product at the store. After 
reviewing this, among other 
allegations involving minors, 
Vancouver police gathered 
evidence and obtained a search 
warrant to enter the dispensary.
The release states that the 
staff was placed under arrest and 
the customers were detained 
while the police searched the 
building and, according to 
Weeds’ owner Don Briere, seized 
evidence, which included the 
shop’s entire stock of marijuana. 
Everyone was later released 
pending further investigation. 
Although the VPD found 
that they needed to take action, 
they stated that “our priority 
remains focussing on violent drug 
traffickers and those who prey on 
the youth and the marginalized 
in our community.” They went on 
to remind the public that these 
stores, while arguably tolerated 
by the City of Vancouver, are 
nonetheless still illegal, and 
that they will continue to 
investigate all complaints and 
take enforcement action against 
dispensaries when needed. In 
the past 18 months, the VPD has 
obtained search warrants for nine 
dispensaries, Weeds being the 
latest on that list.
The VPD used their press 
release to remind operators and 
staff that they could be subject to 
criminal charges; additionally, the 
property owners and landlords 
could be forced to forfeit any 
assets related to the illegal 
business. Briere, speaking to 
CBC, threw his support “100 per 
cent” behind the VPD, agreeing 
that whoever had been selling 
edibles to minors should be fired, 
arrested, and charged.
During the last half of 
April, the federal government 
expressed its disagreement with 
the way Vancouver handles 
marijuana, with Minister of 
Health Rona Ambrose criticizing 
Mayor Gregor Robertson and 
Vancouver City Council for 
looking into new regulations 
for dispensaries. These include 
mandatory distancing from 
certain community locations 
and a $30,000 licensing fee. In 
her letter, Ambrose expresses 
her concern with the proposed 
regulations and reminds Mayor 
Robertson that “Marijuana is not 
an approved drug or medicine, 
and Health Canada does not 
condone its use.”
 Westside dispensary raided after community concerns
Vancouver marijuana shop 
subject to police raid
In early April, the grain ship MV Marathassa spilled at least 
2,800 litres of fuel into English 
Bay. While considered a fairly 
small spill, it took six hours to 
identify the spill and 12 hours to 
notify the City of Vancouver. 
Vancouver Mayor Gregor 
Robertson tells CBC that 
Vancouverites are appalled at 
how the spill was handled. “We 
don’t know what the total impact 
will be on our environment. 
We don’t know how much of 
that toxic substance sunk to the 
bottom and will be a longterm 
hazard in our waters.”
Some residents are 
demanding a response and action 
from the federal government, 
who closed down a Kitsilano 
Coast Guard base in 2013. Many 
predicted that if the base would 
have remained open, responders 
could have been on the scene of 
the spill immediately.
In the aftermath of the fuel 
spill, the National Energy Board 
(NEB) has decided to review what 
course of action would take place 
in the event of an oil spill from 
the Kinder Morgan pipeline.
“Their company has a good 
plan in place, and we’re pretty 
confident about the plan, but we 
just don’t want to be complacent,” 
says Peter Watson, the CEO of 
the NEB, in a Vancouver Sun 
interview.
The review is expected to 
take a year to conduct, during 
which time the NEB will review 
Kinder Morgan’s policies, 
practices, transparency of 
employees, and safety. 
On a previous ruling made 
by the NEB, they gave Kinder 
Morgan permission to allow 
some of their emergency plan 
to remain secret. In this case, 
the findings of the audit will be 
made available to the public, a 
move that will attempt to further 
integrate the NEB into the public 
sphere. The NEB is also trying to 
further involve municipalities by 
increasing education about the 
pipelines.
It is a move that has garnered 
criticism from Premier Christy 
Clark, who has expressed 
discomfort with how much 
information is being released. 
Watson says that he understands 
Clark’s concerns, but asserts 
that it is necessary to obtain this 
information so that BC residents 
are more informed about the 
safety plan, and they can evaluate 
what is and is not necessary in 
such a plan.
“I know full well the public 
has to have confidence that there 
is a good emergency response 
framework in place and we want 
them to get the information they 
need,” assured Watson.
 Emergency pipeline policy reviewed in lieu of English Bay fuel spill
National Energy Board audits Kinder 
Morgan response program
Alex Stanton
Staff Writer
Mercedes Deutscher
Staff Reporter
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On April 21, students and faculty from 22 Canadian 
post-secondary institutions 
joined experts for the Inter-
University Conversation on 
Sexual Assault Prevention 
at UBC’s Liu Institute. The 
event was hosted by the UBC 
Alma Mater Society’s Sexual 
Assault Support Centre as part 
of National Victims of Crime 
Awareness Week 2015. 
Elizabeth Sheehy, the event’s 
keynote speaker, is a prominent 
law professor who has written 
and edited many books and 
articles on the topic of sexual 
assault and violence against 
women. 
She discussed the backdrop 
against which this event was 
taking place, with recent 
incidents at Canadian post-
secondary institutions such as 
the Dalhousie Dentistry School, 
St Mary’s, and UBC’s Sauder 
School of Business. 
Sheehy said that in addition 
to campus policy, there must also 
be action to educate and prevent 
incidents, and support those 
who have experienced sexual 
assault in the past. Campus 
policies do exist to help students 
report their assaults, but with 
low statistics for sexual assault, 
further steps are not always 
taken. These low statistics are 
the result of multiple factors.
There are many reasons 
people may not report their 
assault: shame, victim blaming, 
cultural stigma, and the belief 
that their assault isn’t severe 
enough are just a few.
In a recent example of 
incomplete sexual assault 
data, UBC told a CBC News 
investigation that there had 
been 16 sexual assaults on their 
campus between 2009 and 2013. 
CBC checked the records of the 
RCMP’s UBC detachment over 
the same time period and found 
over 70 instances.
The same investigation 
received data from 77 
institutions across Canada 
and were told of over 700 in 
total, which “experts say [...] 
is surprisingly low, and an 
indication  that [institutions] are 
doing a poor job of encouraging 
students  to come forward.”
Some campuses have begun 
placing higher priority on caring 
for survivors of assault, and the 
dialogue opened at this event 
should lead to more campuses 
doing the same.
Chris Hackett from the 
University of Alberta discussed 
its Sexual Assault Centre, 
which includes response 
teams, certified psychologists, 
and volunteers. It is available 
to students of all genders, 
orientations, and backgrounds, 
regardless of where they were 
assaulted. 
Although Douglas College 
does not have a Sexual Assault 
Centre, it is possible for 
students and faculty who have 
experienced sexual harassment 
to report and discuss their 
options with a Harassment 
Advisor as per Douglas Policy 
section A02.09.01. In addition 
to this, personal counselling 
services are available to students 
who require support.
Inter-university dialogue on sexual assault begun at UBC
The federal government announced on April 21, along 
with its federal budget, that it 
will allocate $1 billion annually 
toward transit projects in major 
Canadian cities. 
The new funding is 
scheduled to begin in the 
2017–18 fiscal year. For the 
first two years of the fund, 
the federal government will 
give $750 million to help fund 
transportation projects. After the 
first two years, that amount will 
be increased to $1 billion.
PPP Canada will be 
responsible for managing the 
Public Transit Fund. The PPP 
may choose to fund municipal 
transit projects based on the 
merit and standards shown by 
project coordinators, and reserve 
the right to remove funding or 
penalize if poor performance is 
shown. 
Whether or not this 
funding will remain concrete 
will depend on the results of 
this year’s federal election, and 
if a new party will decide to 
keep the funding should they 
be elected. “The new transit 
funding commitments in [the] 
budget [is] good news for Metro 
Vancouver,” said Vancouver 
Mayor Gregor Robertson 
in a Mayors’ Council news 
conference. 
Mayor Robertson has been 
advising Metro Vancouver 
residents to vote “Yes” in the 
ongoing Metro Vancouver 
Transportation and Transit 
Referendum. “This new funding 
program, together with existing 
federal infrastructure programs 
announced in previous budgets, 
means the federal government 
now has the resources needed to 
partner with us in realizing our 
vision.”
Robertson further urges 
voters to support the Mayors’ 
Council’s plan, as he explains 
that federal funding programs 
usually require a one-third share 
from each government (federal, 
provincial, and local).
“Transport Minister Todd 
Stone has assured us that the 
province is ready to support us in 
building out our plan. It is now 
up to us, in this region, to come 
up with our own share so we 
can compete for these available 
funds.” 
Mayors from all over 
Canada are rejoicing over the 
Public Transit Fund, including 
Fredericton Mayor Brad 
Woodside, Calgary Mayor 
Naheed Nenshi, and Toronto 
Mayor John Tory. However, the 
fund has also been met with 
skepticism from the big cities’ 
mayors, as they feel that the 
funding is not enough and 
is coming only after years of 
asking.
“Would we like to have it all 
come at once? Of course,” said 
Tory to Global News. “But this 
is the first time any government 
of any stripe in this country has 
stepped up and has established a 
permanent fund for major public 
transit projects.”
 New Public Transit Fund will allocate $1 billion annually to Canadian cities
Metro Vancouver to receive federal 
funding for transit projects
 Twenty-two post-secondary institutions discuss solutions
Lauren Kelly
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
Mercedes Deutscher
Staff Reporter
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Starting this month, students at Douglas College will be 
replacing their paper U-Pass BC 
passes with Compass Cards as 
part of wave three of the Compass 
Card U-Pass rollout.
The Compass Card system 
allows users to load any passes to 
the card or add stored value for 
individual fares. Users will tap in 
on card readers and fare gates. 
When they leave transit, they will 
tap out to show that their trip 
has ended. TransLink eventually 
intends to eliminate the old 
fare system entirely, and place 
turnstiles in the fare gates that 
will only allow Compass Card 
holders through.
There has been much 
criticism from the general public 
over the Compass Card system, 
which TransLink had promised 
to have operational by 2013. 
However, issues—such as the tap 
taking a few seconds each time as 
opposed to the 0.3 seconds they 
anticipated, and the tap-out not 
always registering—delayed the 
distribution. 
Wave three is the largest 
step of the U-Pass BC Compass 
Card integration so far, adding 
128,000 new Compass Card users 
to the 2,300 from waves one and 
two. There will be no changes 
to the U-Pass program other 
than the medium it is released 
in. Students who take the West 
Coast Express can still purchase 
discounted tickets from the WCE 
ticket vending machines in the 
same manner as with the paper 
U-Pass.
Students will no longer have 
to line up to receive their pass 
each month. Instead, they will 
go on the U-Pass BC TransLink 
website at upassbc.translink.ca. 
Here, they can link their card to 
their student account and load 
their U-Pass from the website 
each month, which takes about 
24 hours to process each time. 
New U-Passes are available to 
load starting on day 16 of the 
previous month, and students 
can also sign up for email 
notifications so they never forget 
when their U-Pass is available.
In the event that a Compass 
Card is lost, students will have 
to unlink their lost card on the 
TransLink website and then link 
it to a new card obtained at the 
Cashier’s Office. Students can 
still use their Compass Cards 
even if they have graduated and 
are no longer eligible for the 
U-Pass BC program by loading 
other passes and fares onto them.
 Wave three brings about largest increase in Compass Card usage
Compass Card rolls out for Douglas College
The Canadian government has recently revealed its 
2015 Federal Budget, which 
includes significant changes to 
the Canada Student Loan and 
Canada Student Grant programs 
for 2016–17. These changes will 
make it easier for both current 
and prospective students 
to attend post-secondary 
institutions.
With the new guidelines, 
low- and middle-income 
students entering programs 
that last at least 34 weeks will 
now be eligible to receive a 
student grant; previously, the 
number was 60. This change will 
facilitate entry into the many 
one-year and shorter programs 
that help quickly move students 
into the work force. These grants 
do not have to be paid back 
to the government. The new 
budget promises an investment 
of $184 million over four years. 
According to the budget, the 
2012–13 year saw students receive 
$695 million in grants.
Another change will come 
with the elimination of in-study 
earnings altering students’ 
loan amounts by investing 
$116 million over four years. 
Currently, every dollar over 
$100 a student earns per week is 
deducted from the amount they 
receive. This is being changed 
so as to not penalize students 
for working during their 
education. This will also mean 
that students will receive extra 
money even if they have the 
means to contribute due to their 
employment.
The new guidelines will also 
reduce the expected parental 
contribution with an investment 
of $119 million. Currently, the 
student loan program assumes 
that the student’s parents will be 
contributing a certain amount of 
funds to their studies based on 
their yearly earnings. Although 
this will not be eliminated 
entirely, the students will receive 
more money than before.
Further proposed changes 
that should benefit students 
are the amendments to the 
Canadian Labour Code, which 
include increased protection 
for interns. There will be tighter 
regulations on the conditions 
under which an unpaid 
internship can be offered, as well 
as ensuring that interns have 
“occupational health and safety 
protections.”
Overall, a total of $419 
million will be invested over four 
years.
Although some of these 
provisions make it easier to 
receive student loans, and in 
higher amounts, this can be 
seen as a negative for students. 
“Students are graduating 
with record levels of debt, 
and there are already over 
200,000 graduates struggling to 
make payments each month,” 
Jessica McCormick, National 
Chairperson of the Canadian 
Federation of Students, said in a 
press release by the organization. 
“Weighing Canadians down 
with enormous debts as they 
start their careers drags back 
economic growth.”
 A $419 million total investment
Federal budget changes rules for 
student loans and grants
Lauren Kelly
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
Lauren Kelly
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
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This issue:
  Chairman of the Board: I’m better than you
  Comic Corner: Keeping it local
  Crowded Bookshelf: Vampires, werewolves, and a grumpy wizard
And more!
Seen something worth sharing? 
Contact: Cheryl Minns, Arts Editor
 arts@theotherpress.ca
www.theotherpress.ca
The Cloudscape Comics Society brings together 
the comic community through 
published works by new and 
veteran artists and writers, 
meetings that are open to the 
public, and events that connect 
comic creators with their fans. 
On May 22, the society will host 
a launch party for their eighth 
graphic novel anthology, Mega 
Fauna, at Cloudscape Comics 
HQ in Vancouver’s Memorial 
South Park.
“Attending the Mega Fauna 
launch is a great way for people 
to connect with the local comics/
graphic novel community,” 
said Bevan Thomas, who wrote 
“Hunt for the Unicorn” for Mega 
Fauna. “It’s good for people 
who like to read graphic novels, 
and especially great for people 
interested in creating them 
themselves.”
Mega Fauna is a full-colour, 
all-ages anthology featuring 25 
animal-themed stories done by 
more than 35 writers and artists. 
The book was partly funded 
through a successful Kickstarter 
campaign that ran during August 
2014.
“It was very exciting to watch 
the numbers go up, especially 
after the numbers surpassed the 
original target,” Thomas said.
“We had run two successful 
Indiegogo campaigns previously, 
and funded our last book 
Waterlogged in the same manner. 
In many ways, we were much 
better at it this time,” said Jeff 
Ellis, founder of Cloudscape 
Comics and editor-in-chief of 
Mega Fauna.
The Kickstarter campaign 
rewards included digital and 
print copies of Mega Fauna and 
previous Cloudscape anthologies, 
graphic novel e-books by Mega 
Fauna writers and artists, 
colouring books drawn by 
Cloudscape members, and pet 
sketches done by a Cloudscape 
artist.
For a donation of $250 or 
more, Ellis and Cloudscape 
member Jonathon Dalton offered 
to create a one-of-a-kind monster 
card of a donor’s real-life pet, 
which would be included with 
the Monster World-style trading 
cards featured in the final pages 
of Mega Fauna.
The Kickstarter campaign 
exceeded its original funding 
goal of $4,700 by raising $8,718 
from 249 backers. Cloudscape 
used some of the additional 
funds to fairly pay the artists 
and writers who contributed to 
Mega Fauna, turning what had 
previously been a labour of love 
into a paying gig.
The all-ages content of 
Mega Fauna was a slightly 
different style for the Cloudscape 
anthology, which in previous 
years had included some mature 
content.
“I think the animal theme 
encouraged us to go off in a more 
all-ages direction by suggesting 
certain stories more than others,” 
Thomas said. “Certain stories in 
previous anthologies had dealt 
with such issues as religion, drug 
abuse, and introspection at the 
death of a loved one. The animal 
theme moved us more into the 
direction of pet relationships, the 
environment, wanting to belong, 
and other themes that children 
are more interested in.”
“Many of our contributors 
were eager to create stories for 
young readers,” Ellis said. “In 
some cases, we rejected stories 
for being too simplistic. We 
believe children are very clever 
and tried to avoid stories that 
talked down to them.”
For Mega Fauna, he wrote 
“Harper’s Muse,” a science fiction 
story set in a futuristic Vancouver 
where genetically modified pets 
have become the latest trend and 
class structure has shifted.
“The message of the story 
was that anyone can be inspired 
to make a difference in the world 
around them,” Ellis said. “It 
touched on themes about the 
ethics of genetic modification 
and ideas of class and privilege. I 
also personally enjoyed including 
the concept of Vancouver going 
full circle, with the Eastside 
returning to affluence and the 
West End falling into squalor.”
Kathleen Jacques, who 
wrote “Little Tiny Giraffe” for 
Mega Fauna, found the all-
ages requirement a change in 
style compared to her online 
comic, Band vs. Band. While 
BvB features cute, colourful 
illustrations, the content isn’t 
intended for children.
“This was something 
different for me, since I don’t 
do all-ages material very often,” 
she said. “For Mega Fauna, I 
had to shift gears a little to write 
something actually appropriate 
and appealing for all ages.”
In “Little Tiny Giraffe,” a 
woman saves a magical fish that 
offers to grant her a wish. She 
randomly asks for a pet miniature 
giraffe.
“I’ve always liked giraffes. 
They’re so graceful and awkward 
and weird,” Jacques said. 
“I’d been thinking about the 
Canadian PSA commercial with 
the tiny house hippo, and how 
often I’ve heard people say they’d 
want a house hippo, and what 
would happen if an absurdly 
specific wish like that came true.”
Jacques, Thomas, Ellis, 
and Dalton will be appearing at 
Cloudscape’s Mega Fauna launch 
party along with other Mega 
Fauna artists and writers such 
as Colin Upton and Shannon 
Campbell, who is the founder 
of the Vancouver Comics Art 
Festival.
“I really think the lineup of 
creators in this book is so good. 
I’m glad I got to be part of it, 
Jacques said. “Many of us will be 
exhibiting at VanCAF on May 23 
and 24, so come and say hi!”
The Mega Fauna launch 
party will take place from 6 to 10 
p.m. on May 22 at Cloudscape 
Comics HQ at the Memorial 
South Park Field House, 5955 
Ross St., Vancouver.
Kickstarter in the Community: Animals, 
artists, and the Vancouver comic scene
 Cloudscape Comics launches eighth graphic novel anthology
Cheryl Minns
Arts Editor
 arts
@theotherpress.ca
Hidetaka Miyazaki’s Bloodborne is as close to 
perfection as video games get. 
It’s the most recent entry on my 
increasing shortlist of best video 
games of all time. However, the 
game is not for everyone because 
of its challenge level.
The core combat mechanics 
of Bloodborne are incredibly fast-
paced compared to Miyazaki’s 
Souls games. The gameplay is 
fine-tuned to the point where, 
except for the occasional camera 
issue, the only thing you have to 
blame for dying in the game is a 
lack of preparedness, experience, 
and skill.
In Bloodborne, you will 
die—a lot. While in-game 
death is a learning experience 
more than anything, it is also 
incredibly punishing in this 
game. You gain experience 
points by killing enemies and 
spending the points on items 
or stats; but if you die while 
holding said experience points, 
you lose them all. You have a 
single chance to go retrieve them 
from where you last died, but if 
you fail to do so, they’re gone. 
It’s painfully frustrating, but I 
personally welcome it.
Bloodborne takes place in 
a mid-20th century-themed, 
Gothic village, Yharnham, and 
its many surrounding areas. 
The villagers’ blood has been 
infected and they’ve become 
monsters. You wake up in a 
clinic and are basically sent off 
to learn the game as you go. This 
game doesn’t have a tutorial 
or exposition—in fact, there 
isn’t much lore to this massive, 
mesmerizing world. Whether 
that’s a good or bad thing totally 
depends on what you’re looking 
for in a video game. It doesn’t 
bother me in the slightest.
The presentation of 
Bloodborne is wonderfully 
realized through its survival-
horror atmosphere, its detailed 
world, and the enemy design. 
Every single boss is such an 
abomination and every area is 
so fully detailed, it will make 
your jaw drop every time you 
discover a new one. Between 
the established difficulty of the 
game and the cosmic horrors 
that make up your enemies, 
every battle you win feels like a 
triumph.
In a time where we’re only 
just breaking away from the 
last generation of gaming, 
Bloodborne has established itself 
as the definitive next-gen gaming 
experience.
Old-school challenge gets next-gen makeover
 ‘Bloodborne’ PS4 game review
Alex Stanton
Staff Writer
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A favourite pastime of many introverted intellectuals 
is to ponder the big questions 
in life, like who would win in a 
fight. Now you can sharpen your 
debate skills and answer the big 
questions at the same time.
Superfight is a storytelling 
card game for three to 10 players 
designed and published by 
Skybound in 2013. In the game, 
players are dealt three character 
cards and three power/weakness 
cards. Players then pick one of 
each to build their fighter, then 
draw another power/weakness 
card at random to add to their 
character. Players then reveal 
their cards and debate about who 
would win. The table votes on the 
winner.
Superfight is definitely a 
game for nerds of all ages. The 
simplicity of the game makes 
it great to play with kids, while 
older players can find several 
different angles to approach the 
game. Some of the characters and 
powers are just ridiculous, which 
makes the game highly enjoyable.
The one thing to be wary of 
is the type of player who takes the 
game too seriously. Sometimes a 
player has a hard time accepting 
that their fighter won’t win and 
will try to verbally beat down the 
other players until they concede 
just to shut that player up. The 
effect can sour the game for 
everyone, so either avoid playing 
with this type of player or institute 
a strict debate and voting policy 
like in games such as Werewolf.
Superfight is a fun game that’s 
great for large and diverse groups 
that enjoy thinking creatively and 
don’t need a lot of complex rules 
bogging them down.
Chairman of the Board: 
I’m better than you
 ‘Superfight’ game review
Ed Appleby
Illustrator
 illustrator
@theotherpress.ca
Mega Fauna is a graphic novel anthology released by 
Vancouver publisher Cloudscape 
Comics. It features short stories 
written and illustrated by local 
writers and artists, who came 
together to produce this work 
with an animal theme. However, 
with creatures like unicorns and 
dinosaurs, the term “fauna” might 
be a bit of a stretch.
Since this collaborative work 
is made up of 25 different short 
stories, discussing narrative 
and plot is a little difficult. 
Overall there is a good mixture 
of both serious and fun tales, 
and I enjoyed most of them. 
On the more serious side are 
stories such as A Grandmother’s 
Tale by Ian Thomas and Jeri 
Weaver, a beautifully illustrated 
dream sequence teaching 
the importance of ocean 
conservation. This is juxtaposed 
against stories like Little Tiny 
Giraffe by Kathleen Jacques, a less 
serious and more laugh-worthy 
tale about a woman who wishes 
for a very interesting kind of pet 
from a magical fish.
I found the majority of the 
stories were well-researched, 
especially where their animal 
subjects were concerned. 
However, there were a few 
exceptions, such as Amanda 
and the Mantis by Cameron 
Morris and Nina Matsumoto. 
The story is based on a widely 
believed praying mantis theory 
that’s less than factual, which is a 
little disappointing to see in this 
anthology.
Art-wise, this graphic novel 
is all over the place as far as styles 
and quality go. For the most 
part, the artists did a fantastic 
job. It was actually kind of nice 
to experience so many different 
artists’ works in a single volume, 
and there are definitely a few that 
I will be following now. 
As a collective work, 
Mega Fauna works really well. 
I certainly recommend it, 
especially if you’re a Vancouverite 
looking to support your local 
comic book scene.
Comic Corner: Keeping it local
 ‘Mega Fauna’ anthology review
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
 lifeandstyle
@theotherpress.ca
Avengers: Age of Ultron, the newest addition 
to Marvel’s ever-growing 
cinematic universe, takes 
place a few years after the 
events of The Avengers, with 
the superhero team facing off 
against Ultron, a robot bent 
on destroying humanity in 
an attempt to achieve world 
peace. The sequel boasts more 
action, crazier visuals, and 
more characters, but it retains 
a lot of the humour of the 
original.
Director Joss Whedon 
explores the relationships 
between the characters in a 
much deeper way than before. 
In particular, two characters 
who haven’t been as fleshed 
out in past movies, Hawkeye 
(Jeremy Renner) and Hulk 
(Mark Ruffalo), both get a 
lot more screen time and 
development in this film. 
While the trailers suggest a 
much darker tone, the sequel 
actually feels a lot like the 
original, for the most part. 
Whedon once again works his 
magic with plenty of humour 
and witty dialogue for both the 
heroes and villains.
James Spader is brilliant 
as the voice of Ultron, and 
definitely presents a very 
interesting take on the 
homicidal robot character. 
Although the funny dialogue 
Ultron delivers sometimes 
takes you out of the movie, it 
usually works and makes him 
much more unique than your 
typical robotic antagonist.
Other additions to the 
cast include Scarlet Witch 
(Elizabeth Olsen), Quicksilver 
(Aaron Taylor-Johnson), and 
Vision (Paul Bettany). Scarlet 
Witch and Quicksilver don’t 
feel as vital to the movie as 
they could have been, with this 
interpretation of Quicksilver 
definitely being more 
grounded but weaker than the 
version we saw in X-Men: Days 
of Future Past. That being said, 
they’re still welcome additions 
to the cast, and don’t take 
anything away from the movie. 
Vision is great and definitely 
shines the most as a new 
character.
The main thing that falls 
short about Age of Ultron is 
the fact that it lacks some 
of the magic of the original. 
When The Avengers was 
released three years ago, 
superhero team-up movies in 
a shared universe had never 
been done before. Combined 
with Whedon’s great chemistry 
and writing, the original film 
was a very novel experience. 
While this movie takes the 
concept of The Avengers 
further by introducing new 
characters and being more 
visually cinematic than ever, 
it fails to capture that novel 
feeling of the previous film.
Another issue with this 
film is that there is a certain 
romantic subplot that feels 
corny and a bit forced. While 
not too much screen time 
was given to this subplot, it 
definitely had some issues.
That said, I would highly 
recommend this movie to 
anyone who enjoyed the first 
Avengers film, or to anyone 
who loves comic book movies 
in general. It is entertaining, 
hilarious, and visually 
stunning. This movie is best-
suited to a larger theatre or 
IMAX.
Two movies you should 
definitely watch before this 
one are The Avengers and 
Captain America: The Winter 
Soldier. A lot of this film’s plot 
will make more sense if you’ve 
seen those films first.
 ‘Avengers: Age of Ultron’ movie review
Has the time of the 
Avengers ended?
Jony Roy
Social Media Coordinator
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New Westminster’s Workingsilver retail 
store and teaching studio is 
a silversmith’s paradise, with 
supplies and classes available for 
various projects and expertise. 
On May 2 and 3, store owner 
Kathy Brandon presented 
the studio’s first semi-annual 
jewellery show and sale featuring 
pieces created by her, nine of her 
students, and three of her staff 
and instructors.
“The whole intention of the 
show and sale is to showcase the 
work of our students,” she said. “A 
lot of the students were hesitant 
because they’ve never been in an 
artisan fair before, so this is a real 
learning curve for them.”
The show featured a variety 
of jewellery on display, most of 
it for sale, including earrings, 
rings, cuffs, bangles, and some 
pendants. Prices range from 
about $20 to $265 per item or set.
“This show will hopefully 
build to the next show on 
October 24 and 25,” Brandon 
said. “When more of my students 
see what the students in the show 
have done this time, they’ll be 
more eager to join in the next 
show.”
With supplies and tools 
for sale at the front of the store 
and classes offered in the back, 
Workingsilver has something 
for every silversmith. All of the 
staff members are knowledgeable 
in the craft and ready to help 
newcomers as well as experts.
“They have experience with 
silversmithing, they know the 
tools and how to use them,” 
Brandon said. “If somebody 
comes in and says, ‘I want to 
make a ring. What do I need?’ 
They can help, since it’s a very 
specialized hobby and we’re a 
specialized store.”
There are two types of classes 
available at the Workingsilver 
studio, an 18-hour beginners’ 
class and a one-day, project-
specific class. The class fee 
includes the cost of the project 
materials, and students can 
use the studio tools instead of 
purchasing their own.
“If somebody doesn’t know if 
they want to start this as a hobby, 
then they haven’t made a huge 
investment in tools,” Brandon 
said.
“When students come and 
have a lot of fun and enjoy the 
project that they’re making, 
they’re happy with the techniques 
and they’re really happy with the 
instruction,” she said. “We’ve had 
close to 170 students, and some of 
those students have taken eight 
or nine classes.”
Workingsilver began as an 
online store for silversmithing 
tools and supplies at 
Workingsilver.com. After building 
a following through the website, 
Brandon opened a silversmithing 
studio in Nanaimo, BC.
“One year I had my website, 
and then the second year I had 
my teaching studio too. I didn’t 
have a retail store, but I had all of 
my products for the website at the 
studio, so I sold to my students,” 
she said.
Brandon closed her teaching 
studio and downsized her website 
when she and her husband 
moved back to the Lower 
Mainland. Later, when she had an 
opportunity to start a business, 
she decided to open her own 
silversmith store and studio.
“I realized what I needed to 
do was reenergize Workingsilver.
com, restock because I had sold 
out of everything, do the teaching 
studio again, and open a retail 
store,” she said.
On March 22, 2014, 
Workingsilver opened its doors at 
#102-131 E. Columbia St. in New 
Westminster.
“We’ve been here for one 
year. We’re really happy with the 
way that the store and the studio 
have been received,” Brandon 
said.
To learn more about 
Workingsilver and see the studio’s 
latest creations, check them out 
at Workingsilver.com and on 
Facebook, Instagram, Pinterest, 
and YouTube.
Celebrate silversmithing with Workingsilver
 Local studio presents jewellery show and sale
By Cheryl Minns, Arts Editor
Cheryl Minns
Arts Editor
 arts
@theotherpress.ca
Deciphering Icons: Sacred and 
Profane at Amelia Douglas Gallery
Artist Deborah Putman stands beside her artwork 
‘Generation DNA I’ in the Amelia Douglas Gallery
Are you wondering about the animal artworks adorning the Amelia Douglas 
Gallery this May?
Artists Deborah Putman and Elizabeth 
Carefoot will be at the gallery at 7:30 p.m. on 
May 21 to field questions and present a talk about 
the art in Icons: Sacred and Profane. Carefoot 
plans to share a few insights and techniques of 
her art practice, such as striving for excellence 
and not perfection. Putman plans to explore the 
inspiration behind her work, such as the "llama 
love story" that influenced her series of llama 
paintings.
Want to see your artwork on display at the 
Amelia Douglas Gallery?
Consider submitting an art piece for the 
upcoming Avocations student and employee 
exhibit. To submit your work, send your images 
and a brief statement about yourself, your field, 
and your art to Douglas College's arts events officer 
Krista Eide at eidek@douglascollege.ca by June 1.
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I initially credited Cowboy Bebop as the show that helped me 
“get” anime. By that criteria, I 
should have mentioned Trigun, 
the first anime series I ever 
watched from start to finish 
and truly enjoyed. Adapted by 
Madhouse Studios from Yasuhiro 
Nightow’s manga series, Trigun 
blends comedy and tragedy 
just as haphazardly as it does 
American western tropes with 
sci-fi.
In the distant future, 
humanity has colonized a 
desolate, Tatooine-like planet 
called Gunsmoke and things are 
very much like the Old West, 
except with towering mutants 
and automatic weapons. There 
is a ludicrous 60-billion “double 
dollar” bounty on an unstoppable 
force-of-nature outlaw named 
Vash “The Stampede,” who 
obliterates all in his path. Fed 
up with making payouts to 
Vash’s victims, the Bernardelli 
Insurance Company assigns 
watchdog representatives Milly 
and Meryl to track Vash down.
What they find is a 
misunderstood goofball who, 
while an impossibly good shot, 
refuses to kill anyone regardless 
of the horrific wrong-place-
wrong-time situations he 
routinely blunders into. Forced 
to tag along and make sure he 
doesn’t cause any more financial 
carnage for their employer, the 
girls are strung along through 
gleefully twisted visions of every 
clichéd American western plot 
imaginable: bank robberies, train 
jobs, kidnappings, border towns 
endangered by bounty hunters, 
robber barons monopolizing 
the water supply, determined 
homesteaders imperilled by 
thieves, and more.
Trigun seems like a comedy 
western at first, but despite all 
the action, Vash’s near-childish 
belief in his morality becomes 
central. You don’t want to see 
him just kill the bad guys—no 
matter how awful their deeds—
you want to believe vengeance 
solves nothing. Characters like 
the desperado priest, Nicholas 
Wolfwood, add thematic 
resonance to the show’s moral 
dilemmas, being mysteriously 
two-faced even in their best 
moments. Two words: Martyr. 
Complex.
The soundtrack is a quirky, 
alien mix of synth-rock and 
twanging acoustic guitar, playing 
well with the sci-fi/western 
setting. As the origins of both 
Vash and Gunsmoke are slowly 
revealed, the sci-fi elements 
gradually shift to the foreground, 
bringing early foreshadowing into 
sharper focus. The world becomes 
fuller and richer with each 
revelation, and its true nature is 
something far more than just a 
silly space western, much like the 
script of the show itself.
I’m not going to say that 
the dub is perfect, but it’s pretty 
good. This is the series that 
established Johnny Yong Bosch 
as a voice actor, and he’s been 
a mainstay in the industry ever 
since, most recently voicing Kung 
Jin in Mortal Kombat X. Sadly, 
other standouts like Jeff Nimoy 
and Lia Sargent haven’t been as 
prosperous as their talent surely 
deserves.
Trigun’s quality is undeniable. 
Although some say the late 
‘90s-era animation doesn’t stand 
the test of time, I was utterly 
absorbed by its attention to detail 
and low-rent charm. So if you’re 
looking for an anime with brains, 
heart, and a spine, you can’t go 
wrong with Trigun.
Animesque: Milly, Meryl, 
and Mr. Moral high ground
 ‘Trigun’ brings the Old West to the Final Frontier
Harry Dresden is a wizard, but unlike a lot of fantasy 
wizards he doesn’t live in a world 
of dwarves and elves. Instead he 
lives in Chicago, a far cry from 
J. R. R. Tolkien’s Middle Earth, 
in Jim Butcher’s The Dresden 
Files series. The novels follow 
Dresden as he solves mysteries 
with a distinctively paranormal 
bend, often alongside Chicago PD 
Lieutenant Karrin Murphy.
The first novel, Storm Front, 
sets a good tone for the series. 
Dresden is called in to help solve 
a double murder that’s been 
committed with black magic 
and involves the bodyguard of 
a prominent Chicago mob boss. 
Unfortunately for Dresden, that 
murder isn’t the last and before 
long he finds his own name on a 
shortlist of who’s next.
Butcher ties the plot threads 
together wonderfully, and the 
book’s climax is a real page-
turner. The rest of the books in 
the series ramp up in a similar 
way. For someone like myself, who 
already has a hard time putting a 
book down, it’s almost impossible 
to drop one of these once it starts 
heading into the climactic battle.
Of course, a good book needs 
to have good characters too, 
and Butcher delivers. Dresden 
is stubborn and hot-tempered, 
with a sardonic wit and strong 
moral compass. Murphy is a 
solid and upright defender of 
the law. Gentleman Johnny, the 
mob boss, is a slimeball, but a 
shrewd and intelligent slimeball. 
All the characters are separate 
and distinct, and all of them are 
likeable in their own way. In the 
case of the series’ villains, it’s 
often more “love to hate” than 
actually like, but then again a 
great villain is a good drive for any 
story.
A particular favourite 
character of mine is Bob, a talking 
skull, Dresden’s sarcastic verbal 
encyclopedia of magic. Bob’s 
usual role is exposition about 
whatever magical foe Dresden 
finds himself matched against 
that time, and it’s a credit to 
Butcher that he managed to make 
a literal talking head interesting 
as a character.
If you want to jump in and 
pick up the most recent book, it’s 
possible to do that. The stories 
are largely self-contained and 
important events of the previous 
books that are relevant to the 
current one are usually recapped 
in an efficient manner. However, 
I recommend starting at the 
beginning. The books do follow 
chronologically from each other, 
and things that happen in later 
books are often tied in some small 
way to the events of previous 
ones.
Storm Front is an excellent 
book in its own right, even if 
you don’t go any further with the 
series. For those willing to follow 
along with Dresden’s adventures, 
there’s a lot of depth and good, 
strong world building to be found 
amongst the pages of The Dresden 
Files.
If you’re a fan of wizards and 
magic, or a fan of hardboiled 
detectives in the vein of Philip 
Marlowe and Sam Spade, Harry 
Dresden is a good addition to your 
bookshelf. I know I’m happy to 
have him on mine.
Crowded Bookshelf: Vampires, werewolves, and a grumpy wizard
 ‘The Dresden Files’ book series review
Duncan Fingarson
Contributor
Adam Tatelman
Staff Writer
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Have an idea?
Contact: Chitwan Khosla, Features Editor
 features@theotherpress.ca
www.theotherpress.ca
This issue:
  Your rights as employees in BC
  Insensitive selfies
And more!
Vancouver and the rest of British Columbia are well-
known for their part in the film 
and television industry. BC is 
the third largest production 
area for foreign production in 
the industry after New York City 
and Los Angeles, and the fourth 
largest for domestic (Ontario 
being third), earning the 
nickname “Hollywood North.” 
Almost everyone in Vancouver 
has been involved in or knows 
someone involved with the 
entertainment sector—whether 
working behind the scenes or on-
camera. 
The BC film industry has a 
long and successful history, with 
its first films being shot not long 
after the introduction of the 
medium itself in 1910. Its first film 
development office was opened 
in 1977, and it has maintained 
a steady pace since. Fifty-nine 
per cent of all foreign movie 
and TV production in Canada 
is done in BC. About 34,000 
people are directly employed 
by “Hollywood North” between 
the motion picture and digital 
effects industry—and that’s not 
including the thousands who 
benefit indirectly through the 
business boom via media and 
tourism highlights as a result. 
BC enjoys a variety of domestic 
and foreign media production 
(indicating any show or film not 
made by a Canadian production 
company).
There are several reasons 
why Vancouver is so popular in 
the movie-making world. Perhaps 
the biggest one is the financial 
benefit. Many tax credits are 
offered by the province and 
different US states to develop 
movies and shows here, including 
a 17.5 per cent refundable credit 
on digital media producers, 
and refunds as high as 30 per 
cent in some US states. Another 
incentive is the US dollar value—
while fluctuating in the last year 
it has maintained an average 1.25 
multiple value in the Canadian 
market. Vancouver is also 
reasonably close to Hollywood 
via plane—about three hours—
allowing quick travel commutes, 
and falls in the same time zone. 
Finally, Vancouver’s natural 
resources play a huge role in 
making for some ideal locations. 
BC offers mountains, forests, 
ocean, beaches, and a consistent 
cloudy weather which allows 
for easy manipulation in sets to 
create diversity in scenery and 
lighting. 
Vancouver’s film industry 
is only set to grow bigger in the 
coming few years. From 2013–14, 
there was an increase of almost 
five per cent in the market, 
boosting BC Film to a foreign 
film industry of $1.8 billion. 
The movies being shot here are 
becoming even higher in budget 
and blockbuster. Recent high-
profile films shot in BC include 
Fifty Shades of Grey, Godzilla, 
and The Interview. Futuristic 
films that have been shot or are 
being shot here include Warcraft, 
Deadpool, Star Trek 3, and Steven 
Spielberg’s The B.F.G.
The television industry 
in Vancouver is even more 
prestigious than the movies 
industry. Many extremely popular 
shows are shot in the area, 
including Supernatural, Once 
Upon a Time, Arrow, and The 
Flash. In the past, popular shows 
included Stargate, Battlestar 
Galactica, and The X-Files. The 
latter was one of the biggest 
shows of all time and provided 
a major lift in popularizing 
Vancouver as a desirable shooting 
location. Its gloomy atmosphere 
and abundance of forested area 
made it perfect for supernatural 
and crime elements. Fans and 
the industry collectively rejoiced 
when it was announced recently 
that the revival of The X-Files 
would be shot in Vancouver this 
summer. Another major show 
shot in Vancouver announced is 
the spinoff to The Walking Dead 
titled Fear the Walking Dead—
already green lit for two seasons 
to shoot and air for this summer. 
In fact, between February to April 
this year—known in the industry 
as “pilot season”—nine new show 
pilots were shot in Vancouver, all 
of which will potentially become 
series to increase the industry. 
The digital media sector 
of Vancouver works with 
blockbusters which are even 
more prominent than the ones 
directly shot here. Studios in the 
area create special effects, CGI, 
and motion capture for large 
blockbusters like Iron Man 3, 
Transformers: Age of Extinction, 
and X-Men: Days of Future 
Past. This sector employs 15,000 
locals directly and further reaps 
benefits for major studios in 
outsourcing and tax cuts. In fact, 
two BC locals were nominated at 
the Academy Awards this year for 
their excellent visual effects work 
in Godzilla and X-Men: Days of 
Future Past. 
Projections show BC is 
likely to keep this level of work 
up in the industry for the next 
few years—hopefully leading to 
more blockbusters and Academy 
Award nominations centred 
in Vancouver. It’s good for the 
economy, for the industry, and for 
thousands of people employed by 
the industry. 
Booming blockbuster business in Vancouver
 The rise of the BC film and TV industry
Cazzy Lewchuk
Staff Writer
Cheryl Minns
Arts Editor
 arts
@theotherpress.ca
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Summer is officially here. While some of us are 
attending college or planning 
a holiday, others are working.  
It is a nice time to take up few 
odd seasonal jobs and make 
some extra money. International 
students also get an opportunity 
at this time of the year to work 
full-time. As most of the young 
workers lack or do not have any 
high-skilled work experience, 
they are also unaware of their 
rights and duties as employees 
in British Columbia. This makes 
them vulnerable to exploitation. 
Exploitation includes many 
things like unpaid wages, unfair 
wage rates, delayed pay, unjust 
dismissals, or poor working 
conditions. To avoid such 
conditions, you should 
learn about your rights. 
Your rights as 
employees are 
protected by the 
Employment 
Standards 
Act (ESA), 
Occupational 
Health and 
Safety (OHS) 
Regulations, 
and by some of 
the regulations 
mentioned in the 
Canadian Human 
Rights Act (CHRA). 
The Canadian 
Human Rights Act 
protects you against 
any form of prejudice, 
like discrimination 
based on your race and 
colour, religion, ethnicity, 
language, family status, 
sex, age, social condition, or 
marital status. It also calls for 
equal opportunities for all. This 
means that everyone should get 
Do you know them all? 
By Chitwan Khosla, Features Editor
Your rights as 
employees in BC
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a fair chance when applying at a 
job. To ensure this, appropriate 
and fair screening tests and 
interviews must be conducted. 
No questions regarding personal 
life or religion can be asked. 
The CHRA also protects every 
employee in Canada against any 
sort of sexual, physical, mental, 
or emotional harassment at the 
workplace.
The ESA establishes 
minimum terms and standards 
of employment such as 
minimum wage, overtime, paid 
leaves, and termination policies 
at the provincial level. These 
are also applicable to temporary 
foreign workers such as 
international students. Almost 
all non-unionized workers in 
BC are protected by ESA. While 
we are aware of the minimum 
wage rate in BC, most of us are 
not familiar with the other rules 
and regulations laid down by 
the ESA. Minimum wage rate 
is applicable regardless of how 
the workers are paid—in other 
words, whether they earn a 
salary, hourly wage, or work on 
commission. Workers must be 
paid at least twice a month and 
no pay period should be more 
than 16 days. The employees 
should be paid within eight days 
after the end of the pay period. 
The daily overtime pay is time-
and-a-half after an eight-hour 
shift and double after a 12-hour 
shift. These rules ensure timely 
and fair pay to the workers in BC.
Meal breaks are also 
discussed in the ESA. No worker 
should work more than five 
consecutive hours without 
an unpaid 30-minute meal 
break. If the worker needs to 
be available to work during 
their break, the break should 
be paid. If you work for at least 
three consecutive months 
with your employer, then you 
are entitled to a week’s pay if 
you are terminated without 
a justified written notice of 
termination. The responsibility 
of proving a just termination 
lies upon the employer. Further, 
the ESA also enlists the paid 
statutory holidays applicable 
in BC. All employees can take 
certain unpaid leaves for a 
specified period without being 
terminated. For example, a 
worker can take up to three days 
of unpaid leave in case of death 
of an immediate family member. 
Young students often take 
summer jobs in companies 
that do not have fixed hours of 
operation such as plumbing, 
landscaping, painting, and 
fishing. If the work is completed 
early or can be done with fewer  
workers, they are often sent back 
from work. However, ESA clearly 
states that any employee who 
reports to work must be paid for 
at least two hours, even if they 
worked less than two hours, and 
an employee who was scheduled 
for an eight-hour shift should be 
paid a minimum of four hours. 
Any uniforms or special clothing 
that identify with the employer 
or the organization, such as 
a T-shirt with the company’s 
logo, must be paid for by the 
employer. Any employer not 
following the above mentioned 
rules and regulations can 
be challenged in court or a 
complaint can be registered with 
the Ministry of Labour in BC. 
More information can be found 
on their official website. 
The OHS Regulations aim to 
ensure safe and healthy working 
conditions for the employees 
in BC. The guidelines are 
mandatory to be followed by the 
employers and employees. 
All the employers must 
educate their employees 
about every tool and piece of 
equipment at work. They must 
be told how to safely use, dispose 
of, and store the tools and other 
equipment required to perform 
the job. Records of training and 
any accidents at the workplace 
must be maintained. Employers 
must file reports to government 
about all the accidents or injuries 
that take place at work. The 
reports include what happened 
and how, who was injured, what 
treatment was done, and other 
details about the accidents. This 
is a required procedure even if 
it is minor cut on the hand of 
a chef in a restaurant kitchen. 
The employer should also 
ensure a clean and a hygienic 
workplace for their workers. 
Some industries also require the 
employers to get their workers 
insured. 
Further, it is the 
responsibility of an individual 
to ensure their own and 
their colleagues’ safety at the 
workplace. All workers must 
take necessary precautions to 
avoid any risk to health and well-
being. 
One very crucial and 
important right of all the 
workers in BC is the right to 
refuse unsafe work without 
being terminated from your 
job. This can be done by Work 
Refusal Process. If your employer 
asks you to perform a task which 
you find endangers your or your 
colleagues’ safety, you can refuse 
to do it. You must first inform 
your immediate supervisor or 
manager who has to investigate 
and look if the work is 
potentially endangering your 
safety. If the manager agrees 
to your complaint, they must 
make sure that proper safety 
measurements are taken. If the 
manager doesn’t agree or if you 
still don’t feel doubtful even after 
the safety measures taken, you 
can still refuse to do the work. 
Then the work must be assessed 
in the presence of another 
worker. Both the manager and 
the second worker must agree 
if the task is dangerous or not. 
If not satisfied by the decision 
of both, you can further take 
the matter to the prevention 
manager of the nearest OHS 
center. 
The prevention manager 
visits the workplace and 
assesses with the help of all the 
necessary tools and knowledge 
of the experts if the work can 
cause harm. If yes, then you 
are not required to the job and 
the employer needs to make 
adjustments for it. If not, you can 
take the matter to court as well. 
All these laws and acts 
not only help to ensure a fair, 
safe, and harmonious work 
environment but also ensure 
the well-being of individuals by 
giving them opportunities to be 
more productive.
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“Selfie” was declared the word of the year in 2013 by 
the Oxford English Dictionary. 
A self-portrait photograph, 
the selfie is considered a trend 
by the millennials. Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram, and other 
such social platforms are 
flooded with selfies of young 
people. From Hollywood celebs 
to school children, everyone 
seems to be taking them. 
Although such selfies garnered 
a lot of popularity, they’ve also 
raised questions about people’s 
growing obsession with them. 
Such concerns emerged recently 
when people were found taking 
selfies in front of the rubble and 
remains of destroyed buildings 
in the earthquake-hit Nepal.  
Nepal was hit by a 7.9 
magnitude earthquake on 
April 25, leaving thousands 
dead and many more homeless 
and devastated. In the time of 
such tragedy, while the country 
grieves, many were found 
clicking selfies in front of the 
debris of the fallen buildings 
and historic monuments. At 
a time and a place when every 
hand should be helping the 
lives of many, people were busy 
smiling in front of their cameras, 
posing. Similarly, few weeks ago, 
with the help of his selfie stick a 
teenager filmed his mother and 
his girlfriend violently fighting, 
and the video went viral on the 
Internet. He smiled through the 
whole encounter, which he could 
have stopped by intervening. 
In another such instance, 
a teen clicked a selfie at his 
grandmother’s funeral—which 
was condemned on the social 
media.  
It is not a matter about 
whether we should support 
or condemn these selfies 
and the people taking them. 
What matters is the time and 
the gravity of the situation 
which these people failed to 
understand. Perhaps their self-
indulgence took over their sense 
of judgment and conscience. 
Honestly, every one of us is 
tempted to take a picture of 
ourselves alone or with our 
friends because of the super 
high-resolution cameras we 
have in our phones, but over the 
course of time, the selfie trend 
has turned into self-obsession. 
We click multiple shots and 
make different faces and poses to 
look our best in pictures. After a 
minimum of 10 shots, we upload 
the best one instantly with our 
friends through social media. 
According a study conducted 
by Ohio State University, 
this impulsivity of instantly 
sharing pics by men is sign of a 
psychopathic traits which also 
projects lack of empathy, as 
reported by DailyMail.co.uk. 
Random clicks are very 
common and you can find 
people taking pictures of 
themselves at restaurants, 
classrooms, public washroom, 
gyms, and sometimes even at 
doctor’s visits. This behaviour 
clearly shows that the motive 
of clicking selfies has evolved 
less to capture memories and 
more to showcase yourself to 
the public. This in turn makes 
people more conscious of their 
looks. 
DailyMail.co.uk also 
reported that as per a survey, 
women spend as much an 
average of five hours and 36 
minutes every week taking 
selfies. The survey also indicated 
that as much as 22 per cent 
women out of the women who 
were surveyed said that the likes 
they get due to their selfies boost 
their confidence and they are 
motivated to take more selfies. 
Many also confessed that they 
delete their selfies soon if they 
don’t get many likes for them. 
The survey also revealed that 
women re-do their makeup, set 
their hair nicely, wear a flattering 
outfit, and find an area with 
good lighting before taking 
selfies. All these revealings of the 
survey, represent that taking a 
good selfie is a serious business. 
It involves a lot of time and effort 
sometimes and no doubt many 
compare the number of likes to 
measure their popularity. 
So what does this really do 
to our sense of empathy and 
judgment? Well, it all comes 
down to one main thing: self-
indulgence. One becomes 
self-centred once they get 
habituated to taking so many 
selfies that they start ignoring 
the conditions around them, and 
even the feelings of the people in 
the vicinity. 
There is nothing wrong with 
taking pictures of yourself, but 
we must not forget that it doesn’t 
have to be a part of our daily 
routine. It is more important to 
live in the moment than to worry 
about your looks and lighting. 
A confident person doesn’t rely 
on the popularity of a picture 
but rather the popularity of 
their personality. It is not only 
insensitive, but also kind of 
stupid to take selfies while 
people around you are in trouble 
or are grieving. You would be 
looked upon as a selfish person 
despite your good intentions. 
So next time you pick up your 
phone or camera for a selfie, look 
around to make sure you are not 
offending anyone.
Chitwan Khosla
Features Editor
 features
@theotherpress.ca
Insensitive selfies
 What does the photography phenomenon reveal?
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The origins of Wing Tsun are shrouded in myth. According 
to legend, it was derived from 
Fukien Kung Fu by a Buddhist 
nun named Ng Mui following 
the persecution of her southern 
Shaolin sect by the Qing dynasty. 
She named the style for Yim 
Wing-chun after training Yim 
to defend herself against the 
advances of a local warlord. 
Centuries on, the style has 
been popularized by famous 
figures such as Ip Man and Bruce 
Lee—and more locally one Ralph 
Haenel, Sifu of Vancouver’s 
Wing Tsun Kung Fu. 
The story of Haenel’s 
life sounds like the script for 
Hollywood film written by 
George Orwell and directed by 
Chow Yun-Fat. Growing up in 
1970s East Germany (before the 
fall of the Berlin Wall), Haenel 
studied several martial arts 
before becoming a Sifu (teacher) 
of Wing Tsun. Because anything 
individualistic or self-expressive 
was looked upon with suspicion 
by the East German STASI 
(secret police), Haenel ended 
up serving three years and six 
months for the inexcusable crime 
of teaching people self-defence. 
He even survived an attempt on 
his life after his release. He fled 
East Germany and became a 
travelling instructor, gathering 
knowledge from bouncers and 
soldiers, and teaching everyone 
from Olympic athletes to senior 
citizens. Years later, he settled in 
Canada and founded Vancouver’s 
Wing Tsun Kung Fu (located at 
Victoria Drive and 49th Avenue).
Supremely confident in his 
approach, Haenel offers free 
lessons in perpetuity. Want to 
try before you buy? Still not 
sure after three free lessons? Go 
ahead and have another. He is a 
man who enjoys teaching his art, 
and his concern with your money 
is secondary at most.
Do not think that this means 
the training is subpar. Ralph 
Haenel is a very enthusiastic 
one-on-one teacher, and the 
class sizes are small enough 
for everyone’s questions to 
matter. As a teacher, he is very 
skilled at three things. First, 
step-by-step breakdown of 
techniques. Second, accelerating 
those techniques to speeds 
rivalling the Tazmanian devil 
in a whirlwind. Third, making 
an imposing opponent for you 
to test your evolving technique 
against. Haenel’s approach 
to self-defence is one that I 
think more schools should 
incorporate. He treats the 
concept as a total ideology, 
where common sense, social 
cues, and risk minimization to 
circumvent altercations are as 
much a part of the art as the 
techniques themselves. In no 
other Dojo have I ever been 
instructed on what to do in 
a situation where a horde of 
camera phones might make me 
look like the aggressor, even if I 
was attacked first.
Wing Tsun is an extremely 
close range, fast-paced style, 
focussing mostly on hand speed, 
low kicks, and evasion. There is 
very little grappling—the point 
is to pummel the opponent into 
submission with the quickest 
flurry possible. Smaller people, 
either in height or body mass, 
may benefit from this training. 
Practitioners might find the 
basics of Wing Tsun slow-going 
at first; the techniques are very 
simple, but learning to read one’s 
opponent through contact and 
chaining these techniques into 
a smooth flow of simultaneous 
forward moving offence and 
defence requires serious long-
term commitment. Wing Tsun is 
not as “quick and dirty” as other 
styles like Muay Thai or Krav 
Maga. However, if you stick with 
it, you’ll find Haenel’s method is 
one of the best around. 
Interested? Get details at 
WingTsunKungFu.com
 Sifu Ralph Haenel talks Wing Tsun
Fighting Fit: Be like water
Adam Tatelman
Staff Writer
“HIV? Oh, I wouldn’t have a disease like that. What are 
you crazy?” 
 “I don’t use drugs or 
needles.”
“My partner and I are 
practically married, so we don’t 
bother using a condom every 
time!”
According to the BC Centre 
for Disease Control, “thousands 
of people are diagnosed with a 
sexually transmitted infection 
(STI) every year in BC”—in part 
because of self-denial like this.
The lines above are perfect 
examples of people who should 
consider getting tested for HIV 
and other STIs. All it takes is one 
time without a condom or even 
with a condom (because they 
have been known to break or slip 
off) to contract HIV or another 
STI. 
Don’t know how to get tested 
for STIs, or what to do if you have 
one? Pay attention and make 
sure you know about these great 
resources that put the “sex” in 
sexy.
To get tested for “all of the 
above,” you have several options: 
you can go to your doctor, a 
public health unit, or a walk-in, 
STI, or youth clinic. Be aware that 
for women, a standard pap smear 
will not reveal if you are HIV 
positive. You have to request a 
blood test. If you’re under 21, the 
New Westminster Youth Clinic 
is right down the street from the 
New West campus at 38 Begbie 
Street and is open Tuesdays from 
2:30 to 6 p.m. and Thursdays 
from 3:30 to 7:30 p.m. The newly 
located HIM Health Centre 
for gay men is also open at the 
same address on Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 4 to 9:00 p.m. 
HIM won’t discriminate though—
if you feel this is the place for you, 
HIM likely won’t turn you away.
There’s also a new resource 
that allows you to get tested 
without even seeing a doctor 
first. Go to GetCheckedOnline.
com, print the requisition form, 
show up at a lab, and get tested! 
How easy is that? The downside 
of choosing this option is that 
you won’t be tested for all the 
STIs, but you will be tested for 
the big five: HIV, hepatitis C, 
gonorrhoea, chlamydia, and 
syphilis. All of these tests are 
blood tests. Have no fear, it’s just 
a tiny prick!
When you get a physical, 
your doctor will examine you and 
if you’re a woman, will do a pap 
smear to check for signs of other 
STIs, like genital warts or herpes. 
So, ideally you want to get both 
the blood test and exam done. If 
you don’t know what a speculum 
is by now, you have some catching 
up to do.
Read up on speculum tests 
at this invaluable and fairly new 
website: SmartSexResource.
com. Learn about symptoms of 
STIs, different swab tests, and 
confidentiality. Through this 
site, you can also chat with a 
nurse online, find an STI clinic, 
ask questions, and discover 
what illnesses you can contract 
if you have condom-less sex. 
The learning opportunities are 
endless. 
So, now that you’ve been 
tested, what do you do if you test 
positive for something? You get 
back online and go to InSpot.org. 
Here you can send an anonymous 
e-card to notify previous partners 
that they’ve been exposed to 
an STI and should get checked. 
This is an excellent service and a 
fabulous way of preventing the 
spread of infection. 
It’s important to know your 
status, and to take responsibility 
for your health and the health 
of those you have been intimate 
with, Taking advantage of these 
new resources can help you, but 
it’s up to you to take the first step.
 New resources to help you and those you care about
Stop HIV & hep C now
Andrea Arscott
Senior Columnist
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America loves Chipotle, and I’ve never been quite sure 
why. It is one of the stops that my 
travelling companions have to 
make whenever we travel down to 
Seattle, but I have always viewed 
it as more of a Mexican Subway 
than any sort of must-have stop 
on an extremely short road trip. 
When they opened their first 
location on Howe street several 
of my friends immediately lost 
their minds, and that reaction 
was compounded when the 
second location opened in British 
Columbia’s biggest mall. I have 
eaten there before—both in 
Seattle and Vancouver—recently I 
decided to put on my “foodie” hat 
and really see what all the fuss is 
about.
I walked in and was greeted 
with sandstone and brown, 
harking to the dry deserts of 
northern Mexico and California, 
which stood in sharp contrast to 
the harsh and industrial seating 
throughout. Everything was done 
up in warm, worn wood and cold 
textured steel. I wish I could have 
inspected some of the furniture 
more closely, but most seats had 
been filled.
The place was busy. The 
lineup was to the door but even 
then I didn’t have to wait too long 
before it was my turn to order.
A sign above the taco bar 
reminded me that everything 
I was about to consume was 
ethical and real, while the 
server who filled my burrito was 
conversational and outgoing 
as they come. I was shocked 
to discover that one of the 
American Chipotle traditions 
had transferred north of the 
border—I could grab a beer with 
my taco! I ordered a Corona and 
tucked in.
Nothing about the meal was 
offensive or overly flavourful. 
Subtle hints of lime, sour cream 
and starch ruled the day, with the 
guacamole adding a fresh hit to 
everything. Tabasco sauce was 
everywhere, so if you desired a 
little heat or smoke you could 
find it easily. The medium salsa (a 
delicious salsa verde) was by far 
the best flavour I came across. 
The tacos that I had were 
as to be expected—salty and 
crisp with just enough integrity 
for two bites. I was surprised by 
the burrito. As someone who 
has eaten a lot of wraps I was 
expecting everything to fall apart 
into a gooey mess before I had 
finished, but the burrito held on 
to the last bite.
The meat was delicious. The 
pulled pork and shredded beef 
were moist, but not overly cooked 
as to turn soupy. The flavour 
was subtle and took to the hot 
sauces very well. The chicken was 
delicious if a little over-cooked, 
with the seared edges getting a 
little too hard for my liking and 
some of the thinner parts being 
almost inedible.
When it comes to mall food, 
Chipotle stands out among the 
other offerings at Metrotown. The 
price point is acceptable, though 
high compared to some of its 
competitors, but it is definitely 
worth the hype.
Chipotle Mexican Grill can 
be found at Metrotown or 818 
Howe Street, Vancouver. 
 A review of Chipotle Mexican Grill
The Intrepid Gastronomer: Mall food, at its best!
K.P. Davis
Contributor
Every vegetarian knows (or at least should know) that 
peanut butter is your best friend. 
When it comes to making sure 
you consume adequate amounts 
of protein and calories, peanut 
butter is a key element of any 
vegetarian or vegan diet. It 
allows all the protein and calorie 
advantages of eating nuts in a 
more concentrated amount. But 
of course reliving playground 
memories by making yourself 
PB&J sandwiches will only 
be nostalgic for so long—
after a while all that peanut 
butter might get a bit stale. In 
order to keep your diet fresh, 
without sacrificing all the 
nutritional advantages that 
peanut butter may offer, it’s 
important to find new and 
fun ways of incorporating it 
into your culinary repertoire. 
Asian-inspired cuisine is always 
especially friendly towards these 
kinds of ventures, I find. 
Heat 1 tbsp. of canola oil 
in a skillet or wok. While you 
wait for the oil to heat, combine 
peanut butter, water, soy sauce, 
rice vinegar, ginger, garlic, 
and cayenne in a blender or 
food processor (break out the 
Magic Bullet!) and run it until 
everything is smooth and there 
are no chunks.
In the skillet/wok, sauté 
the onions until they are 
translucent. This should take 
about 5 minutes. 
Add the carrots, bell 
peppers, and broccoli, and cook 
for another 5 minutes, stirring 
constantly. Test for doneness 
by tasting one of the carrots. It 
should be tender. Since carrots 
are the densest of the veggies 
you’ll be using, if they are done, 
the rest of the veggies will be as 
well. 
Stir in the peanut sauce and 
a touch of sriracha for a little 
extra kick. Mix well, until all the 
veggies are evenly coated, and 
then serve over rice. Top with 
the green onions and a drizzle of 
hot sauce or peanuts. 
The best part about this 
recipe is it’s adaptable. Stir fry 
is a great option for friends of 
picky eaters, or picky eaters 
themselves! Have issues with 
peanut butter? Swap it out 
for cashew or almond butter. 
Carrots not your cup of tea? 
Bring in some bok choy instead! 
It’s all up to you!
 A healthy evolution for your favourite 
childhood sandwich spread
Meatless Monday: Peanut butter stir fry
Ingredients
2 cups cooked rice
½ cup red onion (minced)
2 carrots (chopped)
1 bell pepper, any colour 
(chopped)
1 head of broccoli (chopped)
½ cup peanut butter
½ cup water
3 tbsp. soy sauce
2 tbsp. rice vinegar
1 ½ tbsp. grated ginger
2 cloves of garlic (minced)
½ tsp. of cayenne
1 tsp. green onions
1 tsp. sriracha sauce (optional)
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
 lifeandstyle
@theotherpress.ca
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Looking for a fun, DIY project that won’t take days? Freshen 
up your space by breaking out 
your old comic books and the 
hodgepodge!
Decoupage is a way of 
decorating something by 
collaging different paper cut-
outs all over its surface. It 
provides a fun aesthetic that will 
liven up any boring old piece of 
furniture, or even a notebook 
cover! If you have a lot of spare 
comics lying around, it also 
allows you to cater to your inner 
geek, but in a way that will come 
out looking like one of those 
“conversation” pieces interior 
designers are always going on 
about on television.
To start, find yourself a 
lot of old or damaged comics. 
You can go for new if you want 
to, but usually if the comics 
are damaged the shops will 
give them to you at a massive 
discount, and sometimes even 
for free. Generally comics are 
fairly inexpensive, so they 
lend themselves perfectly to 
crafting—but if superheroes 
really aren’t your thing, you can 
do the same process with regular 
books as well. Just maybe avoid 
the romance novels unless you 
don’t mind your morning cup 
of coffee resting on someone’s 
“heaving bosom.”
Next, begin cutting. For 
comics you can do this in any 
number of ways. I would suggest 
cutting out entire panels (framed 
sections within the page) or 
pages. Avoid just cutting out 
figures, as this may come off 
looking a little juvenile.
Once you have plenty of cut-
outs, work in sections, layering 
outdoor hodgepodge, then your 
cut-outs— proceeding until 
the entire surface is covered. 
Applying the outdoor variant 
will ensure that the seal is 
waterproof and easy to wipe off 
should you spill something on 
it. Allow it to dry for an hour or 
so, before doing a second layer 
of hodgepodge overtop. This 
will seal the paper and protect it 
from damage.
Leave this to dry overnight, 
and come morning, you’ll be 
done! 
#DOUGLIFE
Share your photos with us on Instagram using the hashtag 
#DougLife, for a chance to be featured in the paper! 
This week’s photo is by imxyfi u.
It seems like such a simple idea. Get some people together 
and make lunches, then hand 
them out to the homeless—
combat hunger by actually 
giving people food. Though it 
may be simple, it is effective, and 
that’s exactly what the people at 
#HashtagLunchbag are doing. 
Combining the power of social 
media with philanthropy, they 
have created a global movement 
that’s starting to take root right 
here in Vancouver. 
Though the movement 
began in Los Angeles, the 
local Vancouver chapter of 
#HashtagLunchbag holds events 
several times a year, issuing a 
callout over social media, asking 
for volunteers to come out 
early in the morning and make 
hundreds of paper bag lunches 
that they will then distribute to 
the homeless population. 
When asked what inspired 
him and his friends to create 
such a movement, founder Ajay 
Relan told the Other Press, 
“We were simply looking for 
a way to give back and found 
it difficult to lock down an 
opportunity in our area, so we 
decided to do it ourselves, while 
making it simple and fun. We 
quickly realized that what we 
unintentionally created wasn’t 
about food or homelessness, but 
humanity itself and the need for 
acknowledgement on all levels.”
What makes 
#HashtagLunchbag so unique is 
its creative use of social media. 
As any other 20-something has 
heard a thousand times before, 
we are constantly being told that 
our use of technology has made 
us apathetic and disconnected 
from the world around us. What 
#HashtagLunchbag shows us is 
that this is not true; that how 
we interact with the world, and 
how we choose to give back to it 
has evolved somewhat, and that 
we now have the tools to effect 
change on a far larger scale. 
When asked about the 
social media component to the 
movement, Relan said “Through 
social media, we realized that for 
the first time in human history, 
each individual has the ability to 
inspire someone. Whether you 
have 10 friends or followers or 
10-million, you never know who 
is watching and what you can 
inspire them to do. Our mission 
is simply to encourage others 
to integrate compassion and 
empathy [into] their daily lives, 
and by sharing these experiences 
watch the world around them 
(both physical and digital) shift 
around them. That is what 
Living Through Giving is all 
about.”
To find out more about 
#HashtagLunchbag you 
can visit their website at 
HashtagLunchbag.org, or check 
out their Twitter or Instagram,  
@hashtaglunchbag. 
 Using social media to help the homeless
#HashtagLunchbag: Living Through Giving
A DIY project to bring 
out your inner geek
 Comic book decoupage
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
 lifeandstyle
@theotherpress.ca
Brittney MacDonald
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This issue:
 Don’t judge a film by its trailer
 Insulting satire
 Innovating formula
And more!
Have your voice heard!  
Contact: Elliot Chan, Opinions Editor
 opinions@theotherpress.ca
www.theotherpress.ca
Lay’s Classic: An almost perfect blank slate, Classic offers comfort 
and simplicity. A delightful crunch and a 
salty potato taste that is as authentic as 
McDonald’s French fries. I don’t always 
pick Lay’s Classic as chip of choice, but 
when I do, I don’t think I’ve ever been 
disappointed.
Lay’s Salt and Vinegar: This flavour 
proves to me that Lay’s has a pretty solid 
handle on subtle flavour. I’m not the 
biggest fan of vinegar. For some chips 
it’s too overwhelming for me, but Lay’s 
version is innocuous as long as you have a 
beverage close at hand.
Lay’s Ketchup: Perhaps the reason I 
enjoy Lay’s Ketchup so much is because 
of its exclusivity, since the flavour is not 
available in the US. But no, it’s good. Not 
every brand can deal with the fine taste 
of a familiar condiment, but Lay’s tried 
and it’s uniquely their own. Few chips 
can offer the same savory experience that 
Lay’s does with Ketchup.
Miss Vickie’s Jalapeño: A staple 
food growing up, Miss Vickie’s Jalapenño 
ignites a sudden burst of nostalgia 
coupled with an innocuous zig. While 
it was the popular choice in my high 
school vending machine, I must say that 
I have grown out of it. The spicy jalapeño 
flavour is dull in comparison to Doritos. 
Once you leave high school, you realize 
that there is more out there than a bag of 
chips that makes you cough every third 
crunch. 
Miss Vickie’s Salt and Vinegar: Not 
just simply salt and vinegar, but sea salt 
and malt vinegar—ohhh! If saltiness is 
what you want in chips, then S&V is your 
thing. It’s one step above Lay’s in flavour, 
which to me is too much. A few bites and 
I’m parched. If you pick S&V be sure to 
pair it with a chilled bottle of Coke. 
Miss Vickie’s Sweet Chili and 
Sour Cream: A flavour uniquely Miss 
Vickie’s. An epic crunch takes away from 
the flavourful chip. The chip crumbles 
in your mouth and your tongue will do 
its best to savour the taste, but it doesn’t 
last. Nevertheless, it is a delightful choice 
for those caught in between decisions. It 
has a little of everything.
Verdict: There is just something 
special about Lay’s that’s simple and 
enjoyable without destroying your taste 
buds and churning up your stomach. 
Miss Vickie’s is a kaleidoscope of 
flavours, nothing wrong with that. But 
Lay’s is more of a microscope. They do 
the originals and secondary flavours 
right. Consistency is the key to a good 
chip. 
Elliot Chan
Opinions Editor
 opinions
@theotherpress.ca
Lay’s Classic: Easily the I-can’t-believe-that’s-what-you-got of chips. 
Seriously? Tasteless and poor consistency. 
It’s a lot like their former spokesman, Mark 
Messier, in the twilight of his career: super 
recognizable, but not that good.
Lay’s Salt and Vinegar: Everyone’s 
first relationship is an intense experience, 
and one that is often significantly less 
perfect in hindsight. Such was my time with 
this salty vixen. It was all fun and games 
when Lay’s S&V was my favourite growing 
up, but I’ve since come to notice the lack of 
substance. Always addicted to being as thin 
as possible, S&V never quite got the flavour-
chip ratio right. Forever with a chip on its 
shoulder.
Lay’s Ketchup: I may have it out for 
Lay’s, but if there’s something they’ve 
got right, it’s their ketchup chips. I’m 
admittedly more of a mustard man—where 
are those eh?—however, credit is given 
where credit’s due. Few of the more unique 
flavours taste even remotely similar to what 
they’re supposed to and the majority of 
taste is in the suggestive packaging, but 
Lay’s Ketchup really hits it near the edge of 
the bottle. The only reason anyone should 
ever pick up a bag of Lay’s.
Miss Vickie’s Jalapeno: Short 
disclaimer before I proceed: anything even 
remotely spicy gets me sweating; however, I 
love spicy food. Miss Vickie’s Jalapeno? Not 
that spicy. Me? Very sweaty. An enjoyable 
chip that will have the average person 
indulging just a tad bit more than normal in 
their carbonated beverage of choice.
Miss Vickie’s Salt and Vinegar: How 
a chip should be. Strong flavour without 
beating you over the head with it. Crunchy 
without being brittle. And even the bag 
feels more quality. Chip game on fleek. 
My go-to after a long day of dealing with 
curmudgeonly people.
Miss Vickie’s Sweet Chili and Sour 
Cream: As mentioned in the section 
dealing with Lay’s Ketchup, companies 
often fail to get the flavour right for more 
obscure tastes—Vickie’s Sweet Chili 
and Sour Cream is one of those failures. 
However, by no means is this a bad chip. 
Inasmuch as my plebeian tongue has 
difficulty trying to discern what exactly is 
going on with this crunchy morsel, it is fully 
aware that it is a scrumptious confusion. 
Poor execution, but a fantastic mistake.
Verdict: Miss Vickie’s by a production-
line mile. Both companies do alright in 
the flavour category, but a chip is nothing 
without the … chip. In this regard, Ms. 
Vickie’s easily trounces the competition. 
I’m not saying I’d like to change her title to 
“Mrs.” but Vickie’s is definitely my favourite 
chip. 
Eric Wilkins
Assistant Editor
 assistant
@theotherpress.ca
Steven Cayer
Senior Columnist
There is nothing more frustrating than standing in the snack aisle, surveying the selection, getting overwhelmed, and breaking down in tears. We know how hard it is to make that 
tough decision. We want to help you pick the perfect snack. But everybody’s taste is different, so in this series we’ll carefully evaluate each flavour and offer our opinions. Take it or leave 
it, but you should really buy something soon or else you’ll start looking suspicious. In this edition, we’ll look at potato chips—Lay’s and Miss Vickie’s to be specific.
Flavour feud
 Potato chips: Lay’s versus Miss Vickie’s
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Twenty-four goalies entered play in the first round of the 
2015 NHL Stanley Cup Playoffs. 
With 75 per cent of the teams 
using more than one goalie, it 
makes competition ever more 
unpredictable. Goaltending has 
always been hailed as the defining 
factor when it comes to the 
playoffs. A goalie can steal a game 
and win a series all on his own. 
And this year quality goaltending 
remains an important ingredient 
for any team’s success. 
While rotating goaltenders 
can get you to the finals—
remember when the Philadelphia 
Flyers with Michael Leighton and 
Brian Boucher lost to the Chicago 
Blackhawks—it rarely wins you 
the championship. The script this 
year is a bit different though for 
a number of teams. The Ottawa 
Senators and the Vancouver 
Canucks earned playoff berths 
this year all because of the valiant 
play of their backup goalies. Sadly 
when it came down to crunch 
time, (i.e., a seven-game series) 
Andrew Hammond and Eddie 
Lack were unable to pull off any 
miracles. 
However, it was interesting 
seeing the veterans step in to 
salvage the series. Number one 
goalies Craig Anderson of the 
Senators and Ryan Miller of the 
Canucks, ended up starting their 
respective game six elimination 
games. One might believe that 
if the coaches were to start their 
number ones initially the result 
might have been different, 
however, with such stellar 
performances from the rookies 
and sophomore goaltenders the 
fans might have been outraged 
to see that. Hindsight is only so 
useful in hockey.
The result was perhaps 
inevitable. You need your number 
one goalie to perform like a 
number one goalie if you want to 
win the Stanley Cup. If you bet 
on your number two, it’s a huge 
gamble. There are exceptions of 
course. In 2006 Cam Ward of the 
Carolina Hurricanes came in to 
replace Martin Gerber early in the 
playoffs to lead the Hurricanes to 
the championship. 
Teams with sound 
goaltending like New York 
Rangers, Anaheim Ducks, and 
Montreal Canadiens are the 
undeniable favourites this year. 
Having consistency on the 
backend does more for a team 
than build confidence. With solid 
goaltending, a team can intimidate 
the opposition. In a sense, with a 
goalie as consistent as Carey Price 
or Henrik Lundqvist, opponents 
are down a point before the game 
even begins. 
Of the teams that have 
advanced to the second round, the 
Calgary Flames and the Chicago 
Blackhawks are the two most 
notable teams that have succeeded 
with a rotating goalie strategy. 
While it has worked so far, if one 
goalie does not step forward and 
take the sole responsibility—have 
reliable performance day after 
day—then they will surely be 
eliminated. The Blackhawks are 
facing the Minnesota Wild with 
Devan Dubnyk, who has really 
come into form since escaping 
Edmonton. It’s hard to bet against 
the experience of the Blackhawks, 
but going with the theme, 
inconsistent goaltending may end 
up being their downfall. 
 Young and veteran goalies trade off chances in net
Rotating goalies make 2015 playoff interesting
Elliot Chan
Opinions Editor
 opinions
@theotherpress.ca
Replace this. Buy a new that. How about making 
more technology that’s easily 
upgradable? Recyclable! How 
about technology that can be 
readily marketed to a wider 
area of users who want or need 
it? Why can’t we simply put 
new batteries in rechargeable 
products? Or make products 
that accept different types 
of batteries (alkaline, nickel, 
lithium, etc.)—batteries we can 
purchase from the dollar store. 
A lot of products, like 
Apple, are not meant to be 
exceptional at a particular task. 
Instead what’s offered is a Swiss-
Army-knife type of good that is 
decent at many things. I lobby 
for more upgrades to existing 
platforms making what we 
already have perform better. 
I bought my first iOS 
product primarily for music. 
It’s okay, but the quality was a 
pale shadow compared to the 
Amazon Fire phone or even a 
Sony music player. And what 
happened to my iOS when 
Windows 8.1 came along? iTunes 
didn’t recognize it. But the same 
iTunes did with Windows 8. 
It’s a scam! Anytime new tech 
comes out, it seems to include 
bugs, bugs, and more bugs. 
What about easy upgrades, 
like the cooling systems in 
laptops? Hello HP, are you 
listening? You use the same 
major cooling parts in over 200 
laptop models. How can all 
those products—with a vast 
range of low to high performing 
CPUs—possibly need the 
same fan? Oh you can have 
it replaced, and often at Best 
Buy for a paltry sum of about 
150 smackaroos. Instead of 
offering an easy access door, 
like for RAM—a $5 part— we 
must shell, shell, shell, and 
shell out some more for what 
is exorbitant labour. HP must 
have known how much students 
love to hand out money. And for 
those of us willing to dismantle 
the chassis to do it ourselves, 
try getting that part locally. 
Even HP says they don’t have 
it. For the DIYers amongst us, 
let’s make existing technology 
better, more user-friendly, and 
affordable. There will be less 
waste, and focussing on existing 
platforms reduces research and 
development costs significantly, 
lowering prices. 
 What I’m objecting to is 
unchecked, greed-oriented 
consumerism. If by some 
marketing magic Best Buy 
channeled funds towards health 
and wellness, then I’m all for 
it. But we all know that isn’t 
happening. And the $5 HP 
makes on my fan isn’t going to 
cut it. Then again, buying an 
entirely new computer to replace 
the one that overheated will.
 Upgrade technology; don’t just replace it 
T. Dale Hughes
Contributor
Today, more than ever, the anticipation for a movie is 
almost as much fun as actually 
seeing it. Photos, plot details, and 
trailers advertising the latest big-
budget franchise cause discussion 
and hype, ensuring the movie 
will gross a cool $800 million. 
However, significant backlash 
is also often caused by the 
marketing, often before anything 
significant is even known about 
the movie.
Batman v Superman: Dawn 
of Justice is one of the most 
anticipated films of all time. 
Ever since its announcement, 
fans couldn’t wait to see the two 
biggest superheroes duke it out 
on the big screen. But every single 
reveal about it has caused anger 
and condemnation by a majority 
of the fan base. Nobody wants Ben 
Affleck as Batman. Nobody wants 
Jesse Eisenberg as Lex Luthor. 
Nobody wants to see Wonder 
Woman and Aquaman be part of 
the plot. This backlash was before 
there was any plot detail or even 
photos of the cast revealed. Fans 
simply assumed there was no way 
a movie could succeed if it didn’t 
fulfill all of their fantasies. 
Sometimes, judging movie 
details is justified. When a 
fourth Indiana Jones movie was 
announced, there was skepticism 
every step of the way, and the final 
movie never did rise to the status 
of the first three. 
However, a lot of movies 
turn out much better than 
their marketing implies. When 
Heath Ledger was cast as the 
Joker, there was a huge protest 
against casting a heartthrob as 
our beloved psycho. In the end, 
his performance is remembered 
as one of the best portrayals 
ever—it even won him a 
posthumous Oscar (extremely 
rare for a superhero film). In fact, 
Ledger’s performance helped 
audiences take superhero movies 
seriously. Perhaps his role is part 
of the reason we have such high 
standards for them nowadays. 
Today’s hottest movies are 
based off comic books and toy 
companies. The franchises were 
originally designed for children to 
consume with ridiculous amounts 
of popcorn. When there are 
significantly developed characters 
or “serious” plots, it’s a nice bonus, 
but a movie can still succeed 
without them. 
Marketing is only designed to 
get people talking about a movie. 
The latest reveal of the Joker is a 
single picture—and his tattooed, 
Juggalo-esque design has caused 
much outrage. His starring movie, 
Suicide Squad will not be released 
for 15 months, and we have no idea 
how Jared Leto (another Oscar 
winner) will portray him. Perhaps 
it’ll be a terrible movie. Hopefully, 
it’ll be a fun explosion-packed 
adventure about the exploits of 
villains. But regardless of what a 
single promo shot has told us, I’ll 
still go see it, and so will 99.9 per 
cent of the fans crying foul on the 
Internet. And because it’s a major 
superhero movie, it’ll still gross 
big bucks at the box office. And 
in the end, isn’t that what all the 
studios care about?  
Don’t judge a film by its trailer
 Condemning movies because of marketing
Cazzy Lewchuk
Staff Writer
Cheryl Minns
Arts Editor
 arts
@theotherpress.ca
Is it time to give tech 
a break? (A coffee 
break, that is)
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Humour is a funny thing. In order to get a laugh out of 
people we have to push them 
into an uncomfortable place, 
showing things that cause the 
brain to misfire and release that 
tension with a guffaw. Parody is 
a great way to do this, by both 
creating funny situations and 
emphasizing aspects of our own 
life and world that are flawed and 
ridiculous. However, parody has 
always flown close to insensitive 
humour about race, gender, 
and nationality. It’s an easy way 
to feel superior by laughing at 
the characteristics of others. So 
where is that line?
Adam Sandler crossed that 
line while filming The Ridiculous 
Six. Six Native American actors 
and a cultural adviser walked 
off the set, making claims that 
the movie insulted their women 
and elders. And looking at 
the evidence, I cannot argue 
with that. The scene involving 
Native women named Beaver 
Breath, Smoking Fox, and Never 
Wears Bra talking about using 
a dead squirrel for toilet paper 
is insulting to woman, First 
Nations, and anyone who actually 
has an idea of what comedy is. 
The excuse that no one expects 
highbrow comedy from Adam 
Sandler doesn’t stand; this isn’t 
Happy Gilmore getting his butt 
kicked by Bob Barker.
Netflix executives who are 
producing the film have defended 
it, claiming “it is a broad satire 
of western movies and the 
stereotypes they popularized, 
featuring a diverse cast that is 
not only part of—but in on—the 
joke.”
This statement is especially 
insulting to me as it tries to 
justify the film by placing 
it on the same level as Mel 
Brooks’ Blazing Saddles (1974). 
Recognized as one of the top 10 
funniest movies of all time by 
the American Film Institute, 
Blazing Saddles parodied the 
western movie and race relations 
by showing some of the most 
outright racist scenes I’ve ever 
seen. The thing is, even though 
the movie showed extreme 
racism, it was not racist. Bart 
(Cleavon Little) was shown to be 
a complex and intelligent man, 
and it’s the racism he experiences 
as he wins over the peoples’ 
hearts and minds that gives us 
that uncomfortable laugh.
Before I get accused of 
comparing African-American 
apples to First Nations oranges, 
there is a scene in Blazing Saddles 
where three Native Americans 
approach a young Bart. The two 
warriors are aboriginal and the 
chief is Mel Brooks made up to 
appear aboriginal. This is a subtle 
nod to the fact that Hollywood 
westerns made use of non-Native 
actors in Native rolls (*cough* 
Johnny Depp *cough*), made all 
the more obvious when Brooks 
started to speak in, not Apache, 
but Yiddish.
There is a place for stupid, 
lowbrow, and racist comedy. And 
we all have our guilty pleasures. 
But do not try to pass off lazy 
joke writing as satire or the true 
satirists will make fun of you. 
 When parody crosses over into racism
Insulting satire
Ed Appleby
Illustrator
 illustrator
@theotherpress.ca
Remember when Assassin’s Creed (AC) first released in 
2007? Eight years is a dog’s age 
for the video game industry, 
simply because sequelization 
and franchising move at such a 
blinding speed nowadays. Nearly 
20 sequels later—no, I’m not 
kidding—on various platforms, 
the series is still Ubisoft’s hottest 
property. How did this happen? 
It should be known that 
AC’s director, Quebecois game 
designer Patrice Desilets, never 
intended to produce more than 
one AC title. Ubisoft refused 
to publish the game if Desilets 
didn’t agree to a franchise deal, 
resulting in the game’s slick 
historical narrative being marred 
by the third-generation Dan 
Brown Illuminati conspiracy 
shlock as a framing device to 
allow for sequels ad infinitum.
Desilets left Ubisoft in 
2010 after AC: Brotherhood was 
completed, signing on with 
THQ in 2011 to work on another 
project. This new IP never 
saw the light of day because 
Ubisoft then purchased THQ 
in an auction. As Desilets 
continued working on his 
project (tentatively known as 
1666), he was unceremoniously 
shit-canned by Ubisoft for 
unspecified reasons. Ubisoft has 
retained the rights to 1666.
This pattern has recurred 
throughout gaming’s history. 
EA Games forced expansions 
to Ultima Online, and then 
withheld the rights to the 
IP from its creator Richard 
Garriott after the game failed 
commercially. Bethesda 
Softworks disputed contract 
terms with Human Head 
Studios, terminating their work 
on Prey 2 and withholding the 
rights. The game was never 
produced. It’s in a big developer’s 
interests to acquire as many 
third-party IPs as possible, not 
necessarily to develop them, but 
to make sure no one else does. 
And if the idea doesn’t jive with 
that studio’s shtick, it’ll sit on a 
shelf and rot.
It’s no coincidence that most 
of Ubisoft’s other franchises 
(Far Cry and Watch Dogs) are 
basically AC with guns. It’s for 
this same reason that Infinity 
Ward and Treyarch made Call 
of Duty at a similarly furious 
pace. Once you find a successful 
formula, there is no reason not 
to promulgate it until it ceases 
to be profitable. This is why 
we’re seeing Uncharted 4: A 
Thief ’s End being revived for the 
next console generation after 
years of silence. The setpiece-
platformer-shooter formula has 
regained media attention (Tomb 
Raider reboot, anyone?), and is 
therefore profitable again. 
Before you regale me with 
tales of the rags-to-rags rebirth 
of indie gaming, consider that 
the most successful indie titles 
are Metroid/Castlevania-style 
platformers, Minecraft-esque 
survival/crafting simulators, 
or ambiguous point-and-click 
art-house weirdness like Dear 
Esther or Gone Home. Indie 
games are just as formulaic as 
any big franchise, and the niche 
market is profitable enough for 
their means as long as they keep 
that audience feeding upon these 
subgenres.
We are living in the next 
great video game crash. The 
only difference is that it’s a 
crash of oversaturation rather 
than scarcity, so there is no 
motivation for anyone to take a 
baby step outside the box. Better 
to wrap the box around anything 
new and interesting so it can 
be made into the next formula. 
Just look at Hidetaka Miyazaki’s 
Souls series.
If glitchy stealth-action 
games are replaced in the future 
by tough-as-nails dungeon-
crawling clones of Dark Souls 
and Bloodborne, then certainly 
the formula will have changed, 
but the problem persists. Merely 
demonizing the current formula 
and substituting a new one 
perpetuates the cycle in the 
longterm while immediately 
looking like a reform. It’s the 
dictionary definition of slow war. 
Maybe there’s no solution within 
reach, but overlooking Call of 
Duty: Black Ops 3 and Assassin’s 
Creed Victory at your birthday 
video game splurge might be a 
good start.
 How the games industry franchised creativity
Innovating formula
Adam Tatelman
Staff Writer
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Been told you’re too funny? 
Contact: Sharon Miki, Humour Editor
 humour@theotherpress.ca
www.theotherpress.ca
This issue:
   Canucks win cup
   Cover letters are hard
   How to get a beach body
And more!
 100 per cent of people hate this city
 We break down the best places to take your mat for a test drive
The small, quaint town of Vancouver, BC—globally 
highlighted for its Olympics 
hosting, film tax credits, and 
natural beauty—has been 
designated in a recent poll as 
“Literally Hell.” A full 100 per cent 
of Vancouverites who voted in 
the poll regarded this city as “just 
the worst place ever,” “a cesspool 
of TransLink and filth,” “an 
absolutely ridiculous place full of 
Vancouverites,” and several other 
colourful comments not suitable 
for publication.
“People love to hate this 
city,” explained Mayor Cregor 
Brobertson from his $3-million 
basement suite in the Downtown 
Eastside. “Frankly, I can sort of 
understand the outcry involving 
rent prices, lack of industry, and 
bad infrastructure—but hey, how 
about them Canucks?” Upon 
being reminded Vancouver’s only 
interesting mediocre sports team 
had been eliminated from the 
playoffs, Brobertson shook his 
head softly and inhaled deeply.
Critics of the poll argue it 
was skewed because it questioned 
only residents of Vancouver and 
not the rest of Canada. When 
asked about Vancouver’s livability 
status, Canadians replied with 
comments like “Where? Never 
heard of it.” “The dudes in 
Washington?” and “That place 
is just an urban legend.” Even 
Prime Minister Stephen Brarper 
questioned Vancouver’s status of 
being a “real city” and suggested 
it was actually just a tax write-off 
for the federal government.
Efforts to fix Vancouver’s 
status have been met with large 
opposition by the municipal and 
provincial governments, as well as 
the citizens themselves. 
“If we didn’t hate living here, 
what would be the point?” asked 
coffee shop owner and local 
hipster Gary Vu Woodlands. “I’m 
pretty sure we all like the status 
quo, confirmation bias, and 
inherent racism that lead to this 
city being declared Hell.” 
The most recent effort to 
make Vancouver a tolerable 
place involved a longterm 
sustainable environmentally 
friendly transit plan that would 
bring Vancouver into the 21st 
century and give world-class 
public infrastructure. This plan 
was shot down by residents 
through Facebook campaigning 
due to a combination of concerns 
about actually funding a transit 
company to suck less and 
paranoia of actually planning for 
the future.
“Of course, it could be 
worse,” suggested downtown 
resident Tim Pattison. “Living in 
Vancouver is pretty bad, but at 
least we don’t live in Abbotsford, 
or any other place in BC.” 
Indeed, Vancouver continues 
to be the #1 desirable place to 
live in British Columbia and 
#100 most desirable Canadian 
destination. 
By purchasing a sleek yoga mat for yourself, you’ve already 
taken the first step towards 
pretending you lead a healthy, 
active lifestyle. But are you ready 
to experience the countless 
benefits that being seen holding 
a yoga mat does for your body? 
Not only will you have a jumping-
off point for anyone who wants 
to have a conversation, but you’ll 
automatically be instilled with 
the feeling that you’re better than 
most people.
Here are a few of our 
favourite public places to be seen 
reaping all of the benefits that 
come with holding a yoga mat.
A local coffee shop: Who 
has time to hold a hot cup of 
whatever sugary drink the rest 
of the population seems to be 
guzzling down large vats of these 
days? Not you, because your 
hands are full with your trusty 
new matted best friend. Make 
sure you ask the barista working 
if they have soy or lactose-free 
milk, pretend to contemplate 
their answer like it ever really 
mattered, and then neglect to 
order anything. You wouldn’t 
want to accidentally spill any of 
that latte art on your new mat.
On transit: The SkyTrain 
or bus is a perfect place to be 
seen holding a yoga mat because 
everyone is forced to see and 
think to themselves how active 
and self-motivated you must 
be—mostly because they have 
nowhere else to go and a very 
restricted field of view. To 
achieve the optimal level of self-
righteousness, hold your yoga 
mat in a way that unnecessarily 
takes up the seat beside you as 
well.
In the lobby of a gym: A full-
fledged membership to a gym can 
be expensive, but most gyms will 
let you hang around their lobby, 
not using any of the equipment 
or amenities, for free. You’ll enjoy 
a lot of the same benefits that 
people who want to be seen at 
the gym feel without the hefty 
price tag that comes with it. For 
added effect, try eating a small 
to-go sized yogurt while you’re 
loitering. Healthy people are 
always eating yogurt.
Outside of a fast food 
restaurant: In stark contrast to 
hanging around a gym lobby, 
lingering outside the entrance 
to a fast food restaurant is wildly 
satisfying and can help you be 
seen by even more people. Try 
holding the door for patrons as 
they enter/leave the building 
and make sure you mention how 
you’re burning twice the calories 
by holding a mat in one hand and 
a door handle in the other. Voila! 
Instant confidence boost.
Vancouver voted ‘Literally Hell’ in latest poll
Top public places to be seen holding your yoga mat
Cazzy Lewchuk
Staff Writer
Jacey Gibb
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In breaking news today, the Vancouver Canucks, for the first 
time in the club’s existence, have 
won the Stanley Cup playoffs! 
In an intriguing and 
unprecedented game seven 
against the Ottawa Senators, 
Henrik Sedin scored the game 
winner in a record-setting 
seventh overtime. 
Henrik, renowned for 
his shoot-first pass-second 
philosophy, snapshotted the cup-
winning tally past Senators’ goalie 
Andrew Hammond point blank—
even with his brother Daniel wide 
open at the other side of the net 
calling for the pass.
Stranger still, it seems that 
at the very moment the puck 
went across that line and the red 
goal light was set ablaze, a “chain 
reaction” of events began in the 
city of Vancouver. 
Within minutes a bleak and 
rainy day cleared to bright and 
blue, and meteorologists citywide 
are predicting sunny skies for the 
remainder of spring. 
Farmers and petting zoo 
owners alike became outraged 
as their pigs sprouted pink, scaly 
wings and took flight above the 
city. 
The real estate market 
of Vancouver—once deemed 
the priciest in all of Canada—
dropped drastically, and many of 
Vancouver’s homeless are finding 
affordable living in the West End. 
The streets have miraculously 
cleared of all traffic congestion, 
as gas prices have plummeted 
due to the government deeming 
British Columbia an “oil-pipe free 
zone” from now until the end of 
all time.  
A truly amazing day for 
Vancouverites, and the city 
is abuzz with (non-violent) 
celebration.
Who could have thought any 
of this possible? 
In a statement released yesterday, 20-year-old Douglas 
College student Jack Dawson 
spoke out about a common 
misconception that has haunted 
him his whole life.
“I know what people think 
when they see me hanging out at 
the library, working away—but 
I want people to know that I’m 
actually a very cool guy with a 
fun personality.
“I just have a lot of money 
from working all the time, and 
I’m getting pretty good grades 
from all the studying.
“Just because I’m not 
clubbing on a Thursday doesn’t 
mean I can’t have fun.
“I am NOT a dull boy!”
A young Douglas College student has gone 
missing recently, leaving his 
Geography group fearing the 
worst.
Allen Zacarias Wong 
was last seen shortly after 
Tuesday’s class the week 
prior, and has since been 
seemingly wiped off the face 
of the earth. 
“He hasn’t responded 
to texts or emails, we might 
even have to try calling him 
eventually,” says Allen’s group 
mate, Will Thurrows. 
An amber alert has been 
put out at both campuses, 
with group searches and 
candle-lit vigils being held 
throughout the week. 
Although Allan has 
been absent for the past two 
classes, his group mates still 
remain hopeful, and held a 
press conference earlier in the 
week to bring awareness to 
the situation.
“We will not even 
consider that the worst might 
have happened. That our 
poor, poor little Al-pal could 
have… might have… dropped 
out of the class.” Thurrows 
said through tears. 
The plight of the group 
is especially urgent, as Allan 
was the one designated with 
creating the PowerPoint 
presentation, and all of its 
content.
“We honestly don’t care 
about finding him alive or 
dead, as long as he has a 
completed USB clutched in 
his cold little fingers.” 
The assignment is due 
in a week, and the group is 
urging all Douglas College 
students to be on the 
lookout. 
They are offering a 
reward of a May U-Pass and a 
used Geography textbook to 
anyone with information that 
might lead to the rediscovery 
of their lost group mate. 
We have been informed 
that he will respond to Allen, 
or Mr. Wong, yet does not 
take kindly to Allayn, Al, 
Willy Wong-ka, Al-Pal, The 
Alanator, or Al-igator. 
The search continues, 
and our thoughts and 
prayers are with Allan and 
his brave group mates, who 
have managed, even under 
these dire circumstances, to 
not actually get any of the 
assignment done themselves. 
A true example of college 
perseverance. 
 Entire city of Vancouver shaken to its foundation
 Absent group member wanted dead 
or alive
Canucks win cup
All work and no play makes 
Jack—surprisingly—a very 
wealthy and comfortable, 
self-actualized boy
MISSING 
STUDENT
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RE: Really great job opportunity
Dear Ms. Serafini,
I am writing to enquire if you 
have any vacancies in your 
company. I was referred to you by 
Eric Wilkins, andW I believe that 
I am an excellent candidate to 
fill any positions that you might 
presently have to fill. I enclose my 
resumé for your information. I 
am very confident and excited in 
this opportunity.
As my resumé shows you, 
I have a diverse milieu of work 
experience, ranging from retail 
to administrative to somatic 
engagement work. I was also a 
culinary conveyance operative for 
several years. It is because of this 
complex experience that I know 
that I can serve your company 
well.
Well, I mean, if we’re being 
honest, I can probably serve your 
company reasonably well. What 
I was saying earlier about my 
work experience is totally mostly 
true. Basically, I had a lemonade 
stand when I was a kid, and I take 
pretty good notes in class, and I 
lift weights. Oh, and I worked as a 
server for about a week. So, that’s 
experience, right?
One thing I am actually very 
confident about is my ability to 
seamlessly work well both as an 
individual and as part of a team. 
You can count on me for that.
I mean, don’t count on me 
count on me though. Because a 
lot of my teamwork skills have a 
lot to do with how much I like my 
coworkers. I generally don’t like 
working with other women, and I 
also don’t like working with men. 
So as long as I’m not working 
with any other humans, I will be 
great at teamwork.
I am also super conscientious 
and pay a lot of attentin to detale. 
You can ask any of my references 
(attached).
Well, maybe don’t actually 
call those references. There’s 
some drama there that you 
probably don’t want to get in to. 
Just take my word for it.
Oh goodness, why would 
you take my word for anything? 
Again, if I’m being honest, I’m a 
bit of a compulsive liar.
In sum, I would love to 
discuss the possibility of my 
future employment with your 
company. Or not. Whatever.
This is it,
Sharon
Cover letters are hard
Sharon Miki
Humour Editor
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